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ADVERTISEMENT . 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 

Sixteen years have elapfcd fincc 
the litae narrative was firft pub- 
liftied (without the Tranflator's name) 
-which will be found in the following 
pages* The unhappy Louifa was at 
that time confidered as an objedt of 
very general intereft and curiofity, 
both here, and on the Continent of 
Europe. A more convincing proof 
of this fa6t cannot be adduced, than 
the pamphlet in queftions which, al- 
though from its tendency it was 
a 3 circulated 
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circukted widi extreme caution^ 
^imd its way vinto cvcty part of the 
exteiifive Dooiitiions of the houfc of 
Auftria, and was confidered of fuffi-^ 
cient iaip<»tafice by the then reigning 
Sovereign to be fupprefled by his own 
immediate command and authority. 
. To thofe peribns who are ac« 
quainted widi the fads detailed in a 
kite iflterefting work^ publifhed by 
Nadumiel WiUiam Wraxall> £fq« 
OMicaining memoirs of the Court of 
Vienna in the years 1777, 1778, and 
1779, the co-incidcncc between the 
fiory of La Freulen and that of Louifa 
will appe^n* to be more than poflible. 
The licentious charadtcr of the Em-. 
peror Francis L and the pious anxiety 
of his auguft widow to draw a veil 
6 over 
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<nrer hb irregularities^ afibrd die moll 
ptrkSt iolution to every circumftance 
in the ]»refent narrative^ "which might 
otherwife be deemed obfcwe and 
enigmaticaL. 

Soon after the firft edition of this 
Tvork had made its appearance in an 
Engliih dreftj the poor Lovifa, from 
a ftate of temporary and partial in- 
ianity, fell into total idiocy, and de- 
privation of mental faculties. The 
names of every pcrCon mentioned in 
the French narrative were repeatedly 
and anxioufly recited to her, under 
an idea of arrefting her attention, and, 
if poffible, of eftablifhing the fadl, 
on the ftrppofition of which the work 
had been publiflied. But the filcnce 
and referve, from which in her more 
a 4 lucid 



lucid intervals fhe had never been 
induced to depart, was now changed 
into the apathy and torpor of morbid 
infenfibility. The fecret, whatever it 
was, is probably dead with her; for 
there is now very little prolpccl of its 
being further elucidated. 

The idea therefore held out in 
tliis narrative remains precifely in 
its original ftate, neither fupported 
nor controverted by any evidence from 
abroad, fubfequent to the firft ap- 
pearance of this work. At a moment 
when the death of the poor Louifa 
has in fome degree recalled the at- 
tention of the public to her myfte- 
rious ftory, it has been judged proper 
to reprint the narrative, which on a 
former occafion was fo eagerly re- 
5 ceived. 
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ccived, and fo rapidly and dlfFufivcly 
circulated. 

P. S. Some very curious and au- 
thentic documents, tranfmittcd from 
Briftol by Mrs. Hannah More, arc now, 
by the obliging permiffion of that 
excellent lady, fuffcred to be printed 
at the end of this little work, on a 
condition which the Tranflator eagerly 
accepts ; that of affixing his own 
name to the prefent edition. He 
cannot but avail himfelf with pleafure 
of a privilege, which allows him to 
make himfelf known, as one of the 
moft obliged and moft grateful of her 
friends 

Hanwell ReSlory^ 
February 27, iSoj* 

THE 
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THE 

TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



June 7,6, 1785-. 

X HE following narrative was 
cranfmitted from the Continent, a 
few days fince, to a lady of diftindion, 
who had refided for fome years abroad. 
Under the fanftion of that lady's 
confent, it is here offered to the public 
in an Englifli drefs. 

The original traft makes its ap- 
pearance without either name or 
place, or any other date than that 
of the prcfcnt year*. It is cntided, 
" L'Inconnue, 
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« L'iKCOHNyE, HlSTOlKB Vl- 

<' HIT able/* and ori^^tes moft 
probably in fome part of die Imperial 
dominions. 

By way of introdudion to the 
narrative, the author gives us the 
afieding recital of the fufferings of a 
|)Qor femjde ftranger in the neighboin*^ 
hood of Briftol, tranflated into French 
frcMn the account then recently pub* 
liflied in feveral Englilh news-papers*. 
He leaves it to his readers to deter- 
mine, whether the fiifierer in both 
inflances is or is not one and the fame 
pcrfon. X 

The Englifh Editor is equally dc- 
ilrous to fubmit this queftion to the 
dccifion of the public; nor is it pof- 

fible 

♦ Sec the '* TALE of REAL WOE/' p. xvii. 
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jible to attain to any thing beyond 
mere prcfumptive evidence in this 
matter! the poor ftranger'S intellefts 
being fo deranged, as to preclude 
any further information from that 
quarter. 

Whatever improbability or inco- 
herence may by an attentive reader 
be difcoverable in her ftory, the pof- 
ftbility of its being true muft certainly 
be admitted. And indeed it is on 
this ground that we prefcnt the fol- 
lowing pages to the confideration of 
our countrymen; to whom we fliould 
pay but a very dubious compliment, 
were we to offer to their notice what 
appeared to ourfelves impoffible or 
abfurd ; fuch a condud would rather 
be an hifult offered to their under- 

ftanding, 



ftandmg, than a laudable defire of 
contributing to their information or 
amufement. 

If any difficulty (hould arife in the 
mind of the reader, on account of 
the poor wanderer's proficiency in the 
Englifh language, this we think will 
in a great degree be folved, when it 
is remembered, that between the time 
of her difmiflion from Quievraipg, 
and her fuppoied appearance in thd 
neighbourhood of Briftrol, feveral yeafi 
had elapfed, of which no account 
whatever has been given : And there 
is no improbability in the idea, that 
this unfortunate ftrangcr might dur- 
ing this period of her life> have been 
to fituated^ as to have acquired a 

confidcrabl^ 
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confidcrablc knowlege of the EngUlh 
tongue. 

To this, atiother circumftance may 
be added; viz. the facility with 
which our langu^ is attained by 
thoie who have been accuftomed to 
fpe$k German. The fimilarity of 
idionii and the connexion ftill fub- 
fitting between the two languages, 
mxf lead us readily to account for 
Ait fiift. If we were called upon to 
ilMtnMe our ohferration by an ex^ 
ample, we hxft not &r to go for a 
very ftriking one, in the firil female 
peffibnage in this kingdom -, that iUuf^ 
trbus perlbnage, who has been pleafed 
to extend her royal compaflion to the 
helj^ft femde, who fought fo fad a 
itftgc itt die Britiih dominions. 

Wc 
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Wc arc authorized to add, from the 
moft recent accounts, that the poor 
linlbrtunate I^uisa (for that is the 
name by which Ihe is called at pre^ 
ftnt) is ftill m a ftate of con- 
finementj under the charitable pa- 
tronage of a UkS^j ^ofe ^charader 
as a writer b fo well eftdsfilhed^ 
as not to ftand^n need of any ed- 
logium from' us 1 and whole cha- 
rt Aer> as ateievoierit'cbriftian^ iur^ 
pafles all that we are able to fay 
of it. Humble merit in diftrefs 
laiies its head, Supported by her 
generous exertions : and friendlefs, 
uiofienfivc poverty is fure of a refuge 
under her proteAiom The unhappy 
Granger's diibrder now approaches 
nearer to idiotifm^ than lo lunacy— ^ 

her 
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her beauty is gone — her body is pale 
and emaciated— ^and (he is become a 
melancholy fpe<fbacle. She has once or 
twice been betrayed into an acknow- 
legement that (he underftands the 
German language. She has been 
greatly affefted by hearing it fpokenf 
but has invariably maintained that 
artful refcrve, which leaves her origin 
and the pjace of her nativity, and, at 
any rate, the hiftory of a great portion 
of her life, involved in uncertainty. 
This uncertainty we muft not hope 
will be entirely done away, (though 
fome light (hould be thrown on her 
ftory) in thofe pages, from which we 
do not wi(h any longer to detain our 
reader. 

INTRO-^ 



[ xvii ] 



INTRODUCTION. 



A TALE of REAL WOK* 

A HE following little narrative is 
fb ftridly and literally true, that it 
does not require any ornament from 
fi^tion^ or any embellifhment from 
language. Thofe, for wham truth 
b has 

* Firft piiliflied in the St. James's Chro*. 
nicle> about four yeara fince« [tj^^*} 



[ xviii ] 

has any charms^ will feel it, and to 
fiich o&ly k is wr itcen« I fliall relate 
it with the utmoft fimplicity, and 
the clofcft adherence to fii£k. 

Near four years ago, a young wo- 
man flopped at a fmall village near 
Briftol, and begged the refrefbment 
of a little milk. 

There wz& fomcthing fo amaftive 
in her whole appearance as to engage 
the attention of all around her. She 
was extremely young, and flnkingly 
iDeaudfi^: her manners graceful and 
.ekgaot, and her countenance ii^ep- 
jcfiing to die laft degree. S^ was 
2lone-*?-a ftranger-r^-and in extreme 
diftrefsj yet fhe uttered no com- 
plaints^ and ufed no arts to excite 
4 cpxn- 
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compalEon* Her whole deportoient 
and converfation bore vifible marks 
of fuperior breeding, yet diere was a 
wildncfs, an incoherence, and w^nt of 
confiftency in all fhe faid and did. 
All day Ihe wandered about in fcarch 
pf a place to lay her wretched head, 
and at night (^e actually took up her 
lodging under an old hay-(Uck. 

The neighbouring ladies remon- 
ftrated with her pn the danger of fb 
expofed a fituation, but in vain j their 
bounty lupplied her with the necef- 
Ciries of life, but neither prayers nor 
menaces could induce her to fleep in 
a houfe. As Ihe Ibmetimes difcovercd 
evident naarks of infanity, fhe was at 
length confined* 

b2 I 
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I pafs over this period of her htP 
tory — it is too touching for my own' 
feelings ; — it would too tenderly afFe6b 
the fenfibility of the reader. 

At length fhc was releafcd; with' 
all the fpced her fmall remains of 
ftrength allowed, flie flew to her be- 
loved hay-ftack, though it was fix 
miles from the place of her con- 
finement. Her rapture was inex- 
preflible on finding herfelf at liberty, 
and once more fafe beneath this mi- 
fcrable fhclter. 

It is now near four years fince this 
forlorn creature has devoted herfelf to 
this dcfolatc life, fince flie has knowit 
the comfort of a bed, or the prote&ion 
of a roof. Hardfhip, ficknefs, intenfc 

cold> 
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cold, and extreme mifcry, have gra- 
dually injured her health, and impaired 
her beauty, but fhe is ftill a moft in- 
tercfting figure; there is an uncommon 
l^vectnefs and delicacy in her air and 
manner. 

She is above all that vanity fo com- 
mon to her fex, and fo natural to ma- 
niacs; for flie will neither wear nor 
accept of any finery or ornaments, but 
hangs them on the bulhcs as below 
her attention. 

She refufes to give the Icaft account 
of herfclf; her filence on this head is 
invincible ; her recolleftion feems im- 
paired, and her whole mind vifibly 
difturbed; yet her anfwers are per- 
b 3 tincnt 
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tiiieht enough, unlefs Ihc fulpefts the 
queflioh is meant to cnfnare her. 

Her way of life is the moft harm- 
lefs and inofFenfivc that can be ima- 
gined ; every fine morning flic walks 
round the villages, convcrfcs with the 
poor children, makes them little pre- 
fcnts of fuch things as are given her, 
and receives others in return j flie will 
take nothing except milk, tea, and 
the moft fimple diet. 

Nof means have been left unat- 
tempted by the neighbouring ladies 
(one in particular, who has been her 
<fonftant and unwearied benefadtrcfs) 
to prevail on her to live in a houfe ; 
but her conftant reply is, " fbat trouble 
•* and.mijery dwell in boujesy and that 

« there 



^ there is no happinefs but in liberty and 
'^frdfi dh-r 

[The French Author has here a 
note, part of which the Tranflator 
has ventured to infcrt into the text. 

One in f articular y &?r. ^' This lady 
** is named * Atking ; fhc rcfides at 
" Briftol, and has benevolently un- 
*' taken the care of our fugitive. 
^^ By the moft conftant affiduity, Ihe 
" has perfuaded her to refide at the 
" houfe of a furgeon in that city, 
b 4 " where 



* The word Atking we may fuppofe is 
Here riiiftalcen for Aikih; the nanie of ano- 
ther female ornament of our country ; 
which for obvious reafons might eafily 
be fttbftituted for that of the poor Louifa'a 
real benefadrefs> to whom this tradl ia 
dedicated. 
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«' where flic is ftill living. He has 
*' contrived to gain her efteem— but 
«f as foon as he would make any en- 
" quiry as to her birth, flie lifts her 
*^ finger to her lips. 

*' As her averfion to fleeping in a 
" bed fubfifts, a mattrafs is placed 
" for her on the ground — and flie 
" often aniufes herfclf with fhaping 
^* the quilt into the imitation of a 
*' royal robe. 

" One day a coach-and-four paflcd 
** along the ftreet : her attendants 
" ran to the windows. — She enquired 
" the caufe; and then faid, * A won- 
" derful fight truly ! my father's 
" coach was always drawn by eight 

** HORSES."] 

From 
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FVom a certain peculiarity of cx- 
pceffionj with a flight foreign tinfture 
in her pronunciation, and in the 
conftrudtion of fome fentences, fame 
have been led to conjedture that Jhc 
is not of this country. Various at- 
tempts have been made at difierent 
times to draw from this circumftancc 
fome knowledge of her origin. 

About a year ago a gentleman 
fpoke to her in the languages of the 
Continent ; fhe appeared uncafy, 
reftlefs, and embarraffed : but when 
he addrcflcd her in German, her 
emotion was too great to be fup- 
preffed, fhe turned from him, and 
burft into tears* 

Thi$ 



This anecdote, tvhich » fold m 
the neighbourhood, was a fe^ day^ 
ago related to two gentlemen, whortx 
humanity led to vifit this forlorn 
creature. 

One of them, who Ipoke Gerilian 
fluently, made the experiment i ihe 
was evidently confufed, bluflied, and 
from accident, or a knowlege in the 
hnguage, anjwered Jome queftms in 
.EngliJ&i huty feeling as if Ihe had 
been hurried into an imprudence^ 
flic artfidly changed the fubjeft, and 
denied having underftood what had 
been faid to hen 

This artlefs ftory is written with 
no other view but the warm hope 
that it may catch the eye of fome 

one 
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one intercfted in this talc of woe, 
and the ardent wifli of rcftoring an 
amiable and wretched young creature 
to the arms of (perhaps) a broken- 
hearted parent. 

The writer heartily wifhes the 
whole had been a fiftion, and that 
he had not been himfelf an eye- 
witnefs to the diftreft he relates — it 
would have fparcd him many a pang 
of unavailing forrow, and (although a 
man) fome teairs of ufelefs compaflion. 



PHILALETHES. 



*J The 
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*^* THE folldwi7ig lines (writ- 
ten under the idea that the Brijlol 
Jiranger was a fugitive from a 
Convent) wilU perhaps^ not he 
unacceptable to the public. Thei/ 
are extraBed from a poem en- 
titled " Clifton Hill." 



Beneath 
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Beneath this ftack Louifa's dwelling rofe. 
Here the fair Maniac bore three winter's fnows» 
Here long (he (hiver'd ftifiening in the blaft ; 
The light'nings round their livid horrors caft, — 



She ftarts — thenteiz'd the moment of her"" 

fate, 
Quits the lone cloifler, and the horrid grate, a 
Whilft wilder horrors to receive her wait : 
Muffled, on freedom's happy plains they ftand> 
And eager feize her not-reludant hand. 
Too late tothefe mild fhores the mourner came> 
For now the guilt of flight overwhelms her 

frame. 



!Dilhevelled, lo! her beauteous trefles fly, 
And the wild glance now fills the flaring eye : 

The 
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Tbt balls ficrpe glaring in their orbits niove ; 
Bright fpheres, (where beam'd the fparkling 

$res of love) 
NoTur roam for objefts which once fJU'd her 

mind. 
Ah I long loft objeds they muft never find, 
Illftatf 'd WujsA ! 



The/i 
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(copy,) 

Guy J Uof^tal^ 
February i8, 180 1. 

ThtJ^ are to Certify^ 

THAT L0VISA3 a Lunatic^ 

died in Guy's fJpfpAtal Lunatic- 
Houfc on the 19th of December, 
1800 ; and was buried in the Ground 
belonging to the faid Hofpital, in the 
cuftomary manner in which the Pa- 
tienQs^'^ buried. 

Witnefi nay Hand, this i8th of 

THOMAS CALLOWAY, 
Steward of the faid Hoipital, 

ALFRED W**- ROBERTS, 

Chaplain. 
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In the fummcr of the year 1768, 
the Count de Cobcnzel^ Imperial Mi- 
nifter at Bruflcls, rcceired a letter 
from a lady at Bourdeaux ; the writer 
requefted him "not to think it ftrange, 
" if his advice and friendfhip were 
"eagerly fought after;"— adding, 
" that the univerfal relpeft which his 
•^ talents and his intereft at Court had 
*' acquired, engaged her to addrefs 
*' herfclf to him— that in a little 
** time he fliould know who the per- 
" fon was, that had prefumcd to fo- 
B licit- 



«* haps he would not repent of having 
*' attended ta Her." Thi$ letter, 
which was written in very indifferent 
French, was figncd La.Freulen. The 
Count was defircd to return an an- 
fwer.to Mademollelle LaFreukn, at 
Bourdeaux. . 

A ihorfi time after this, the Count 
itcfived a letter from Prague,; (igncd 
« L<? Conite Jv dc Wciflcndorfi;" ia 
which he was entreated tor give the beft- 
advke in his power to Mademoiijelle 
ta JFr^ulen — ^ to intci^eft himfelf 
warnily ia . her behalf— to write ta 
Bourde^nr iaht r favoup— and even to 
advance hei money,, to the amount of 
a thou&nd ducats, if fiie ftood iiv Mcd 
of it% The kttei was concluded ia. 

thefe 
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thefc ^ofds: fn^n you pall know^ 
Siry WHO ibis ftranger isy you mil bt 
delighted to think that you InrOe Jemei 
her^ and grateful to thoje "mho have gtveti 
you the opprtunUy of doing it* 

M. ^ Coberrzel replied to the 
lady, that he was highly fcnfible 
of the honour of her got3d opinion^— 
that he fliould be proud of affifting 
her with his advice, and of ferving her 
to the utmoft df his power: but that 
it was abfolutely nccdfary he Ihould . 
in the firft inffance be inforiticd of her 
real name. 

After this the Count received a let- 
ter from Vienna, figned '^ Le Comte 
dc Dietrichftein.'*. In this he was 
. again rcquefted to pay every pbffiblc 
aittention to Madfcmoifclle La Fr^lcn, 
6 2 and 
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and in particular to entreat her to be 
frugal. He anfwered this, as well as the 
former letter from Prague — but no 
notice was taken of his reply to either. 
Meanwhile his epiltolary inter- 
courfe with the young lady at Bour- 
deaux continued. Towards the end 
of the. fame year, the wife of a tradcf- 
man of that city^ named Madame 
UEnglumce, came to BruHels upon 
bufinefs — that bufinefs having intro- 
duced her to the Count de Cobenzel, 
flie fpoke to him of MademoifcUe La 
Freulen in terms of the higheft praife. 
She extolled her beauty, her elegance, 
and above all that prudence and pro- 
priety of conduft, which did fo much ' 
honour to a perfon left at that tender 
age to her own difpofal. She added, 

that 
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that the young lady had a houfe of 

her own, that fhe was generous, cx- 

pcnfive, and even magnificent — that 

(he had been three years at Bourdeaux 

-— that the diftinguifhed attention 

with which the Marechal de Richelieu 

treated her, the extreme refemblance 

of her features to thofe of the late 

Emperor, Francis the Firft, and the 

entire ignorance of all the world, as 

to her birth, gave rife to ftrange con- 

jcdures — that the young lady had 

often been queftioncd on the fubjeft, 

but ihatjhe always took care to objerve 

the moft /crapulous ftlence as to her 

family. 

The Count was afterwards defired 

by Mademoifelle La Frejulen to fend 

her an hcad-drefs of Bruffcls lace, va- 
B 3 lued 
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lyed at fifty lom^'orfi. This <:om* 
jniiTipn Ik execiited^ bu( ibme tknc 
afoerwardfi (he lent him word that (k€ 
ihoidd return this head-drefa, (which 
ibe had only once worn) bccaufe Ihc 
was unable to pay for it. The Count 
requeued bf r not tp give herfelf that 
trouble. 

She likcwife in&rnied him^ that 
ihe was liigbly difpkafed with the 
Count de Mercy-Argente^u, the Im- 
perial AtnbaiTador at Paris, pn account 
of that extrernje curiofity which he 
thought proper to exprefs rcfpc6ling 
her flory.— '•She added, diat all his 
pcrfccution would be fruitlefs, becaufe 
ihe wa$ deteraiined not to admit him 
tp hcr^confidcncc. She faid, however, 
that ibe was ready to inform M, de 

Cobenzel 
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Cobcnzcl of every particular — but 
that the fccrct -was too important to be 
trtifted to chance; and therefore Ib^ 
propofed to vifit the Auftrian Nether- 
bmdsy and to acquaint him ivith all her 
hiftorjr.— In the mean tmic jfhc fcnt 
^lim her pifturc, which ftiedefir^ him 
to examine with aftention, aud which 
&c imagined likely to lead hhn to fome 
-conjedtires as to what fhe bad to relate. 
Accordingly Ihe fent the miniature,-^ 
•The Count law hi it nothing more thah 
Ac features of a Tcry lovely woman— 
t>ut Prince Charles de Lorraine thoughf 
die Portjait bore a ftrohg rcfemblangc 
to the late Emperor, his brother. 

Tke cerrefpondeace ftlH con^ped* 

M. de Cobenzel anfwered ^'thc 

letters in a polite^ and even an afFec- 

B 4 tionatc 
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tioliate manner -, but was particularly^ 
guarded in his exprcffions. One day 
ihe acquainted him that, fhe would 
fend him two more pidtures, with one 
of which fhe begged him to compare 
her own. The Count, not receiving 
them, prefled her to fulfil her pro- . 
mife — flie replied, that Ihc had fent 
them to a jeweller, to take them out 
of a cafket in which they were fet 
with diamonds, arid that as foon as 
the jeweller returned them, fhe would 
difpatch them to BrulTcls. In fad, 
about a fortnight afterwards, fhe fent 
him the portraits of the Emperor and 
Emprefs. — The former was known by 
Prince Charles to have been painted 
by Liotard. 

In 
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In December 1768, M. dc Co- 
benzel received a very fingular letter, 
dated, " Vienna. Frcm my bedy — 
two in the morning.** In this the 
Count was highly commended for 
the good advice he had given the 
young ftranger, and rcquefted to 
continue his attentions. He was told 
that M. de Mercy had behaved in a 
very different manner towards her, 
and that he might one- day feel the 
coniequences. — That writer added,. 
that the poor girl had fuffSred 
greatly; but that it was defigned 
to put her in fuch a fituation as 
would make her ample amends ; ~ 
^^fie was Jo tenderly recommended to 
** me hy that per/on who was dearejt 
** to me in the worlds The Count 

was 
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wal charged to inctdcate economy^, 
and pafdcularly admonilhed of the 
UPportMce of the iibcftc. This letter 
had no figoature. 

Some time afterwards^ the yoaag 
lady fent to M.de Cobenzd^ enquiring, 
whether he had not jeceiirod a letter 
concermog her i He mfwered in the 
affirniative, and faid that ihe had been 
recommended to his care in the 
ftrongcft terms. She replied, •* I am 
'< much obliged to you for your good- 
" nefsi but I will tell you honeftly, 
^^ that if I wanted any particular &- 
" vour, I would rather addrcls myfctf 
" to God than to the Saints !" ' 
, In the begiiviing of the year -17459^ 
the Count received (etnt di^atckes 
from Vienna, w^h cootaiaed & veral 

very 
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very Extraordinary drcumftauicefi re* 
ipe£^Ag the ftranger. The Court of 
Vioiuia h^d ient a requirition to tkit of 
Ver£uiies^ to arveft Mademoifelle La 
Freideo, and to fcad her under aftrong 
guatd to Bruflels^ where ihe was to be 
examined by M. de Cofaenzel, and the 
firft Prcfidcnt, M. dc Ncny. Prince 
Charlesj about the izme time, re- 
ceived a letter from the Emprefs, en- 
joining him to be very careftil that 
the prifoner ftiould not efcape~and 
bidding him fpare neither pains nor ex- 
pence in detaining her. Her Majcfly's 
letter was concluded as follows— 
" Tbis wretch wijhes /^ fqfs for the 
^ daughter of our lat4 royal mafter-^ 
" if there was the lea/l probability in 
^* the fisrj^ I would love bp", and 

" treat 



[ 12 3 

*' treat her like one of my own children i 
*' but I know it is an impofture: 
" and I wijh every foffible effort to be 
" madey that this unhappy creature 
" may no longer profane the dear and 
^^ venerable name of our departed 
*' Lord.'* Her Majcfty recommended 
the ftri6left fccrecy in carrying on 
the bufineis — and added, that this 
adventure had already made too much 
noife, and that all Europe would 
foon ring of it. 

It feems the Court- of Vienna was 
informed of the affair in the following 
manner. While Joseph II. was 
on his Travels in Italy, the King of 
Spain received a letter, apparendy 
written by his Imperial Majefty, 
informing him in confidence, that 

his 
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his father, the late Emperor, had left 
a natural daughter, whofc ftory was 
only known to his lifter the Arch- 
dutchcfs Marianne, himfelf, and a 
fcwfaithfiil and confidential friends— 
that the young lady ^ had been moft 
earneftly recommended to his care 
by his father— and that ihe was 
refident at Bourdeaux. He intreated 
the King of Spain to fend for her, 
and give her an cftablilhment at 
Madrid with fomc lady of rank, or 
in a convent, where (he might be 
treated with the care and re{pe6t dye 
to her birth, till fomc plan fhould 
be fixed on for the future happinefs 
of her life. He added, that he* 
requeftedthis mark of friendlhip of 
His Catholic Majefty, becaufe 'he 

himfeff 
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himfelf did noe dare to undertake 
tbefe land offices for the perfon its 
queftion^ left thf^ Etnprefs fliould by 
ibme means or other hear of it, mrham 
he wiihfcd to rexnain' in perpetual 
ignorance of the ftOrf. 

The King of Spain^ thinking this 
letter very ejitraordiiiary, tranfcriitted 
it to thd Ertiperor himfcif, who was 
then at Mildny demanding fbme ex- 
planation of the matter. The Em- 
peror, who had Hot written the Ictccr, 
nor bad ever heard a fyllable of the 
aduenCur^, fcnt the pacqiuet to the 
Emprtfs ; who made imrticdiate en- 
<]^ies above the Aranger^ and dif- 
patched a n»eflenger to Bourdttaux 
t*> feiae her. Shd was arrcffed in. 
her oMf^sk hetufe^ m Augiift. 1769, byi 



M. Card der FernKid^ Lieutefutnt of 
the MarechauflSe of the ProYince of 
Gvicnne, who was her intimate friend^ 
and whofe nephew had iblicked her 
band;, but this, for reafans thatwiH 
afterwards appear, fhe had perempto- 
rily refbied. As ibon as the rumour 
of her arreft was ipread about the 
ckfy her ct^ditord tbok the alarm j 
and Madame UEitglbm^e, the very, 
perfon who had given^ ftich an ad^ 
vant^eous chftfa£ker of her to M. dc 
Cobenzel, eame to iniidt hei^ hr ibr 
brufial a maimcry thatt M. de Fcitati^ 
Oldened her to be tiirriied oot of die 
dpartmeiK. 

Fear Msi diftrdk took d? nmch of 
La Freufea's beaistf-^ihe had cai»<* 
tiilttal ipafms in her ftomacb, attended 

with 
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with fpitting of blood, which obliged 
hcc to travel very flowljr. At length 
flie arrived at Bruflfels, attended by 
M. de Poyot, an officer under M. dc 
Ferrand. While (he was on her 
journey, and almofl immediately be- 
fore Ihe quitted the French domi- 
jiions, a perfon unknown, dreflcd like 
a courier, put a billet into her hands 
at the coach-window, and then fled 
with riic utmoft precipitation. JShe 
begged her jguidc to read the billet, 
which only contained thefe words—*- 
'* My dear girl, every thing has been 
" attempted to fave you : keep up 
" your fpirits, and do not defpair.'* 
She protcfted, that Ihe neither knew 
the courier, nor the hand^writing. 

On 
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On her arrival at Bruffck, Ihe wa* 
immediately taken to the hotel of 
the Count de Cobenzel. She was 
-drefled in a gown of grey taffetaj 
a black cloak^ and a veil of white 
gauze, which covered her face, and 
which flie took ofF when flie entered 
the minifter's apartment. Her figure 
would have interefted the moft infcn- 
lible heart in her favour. She was tall 
and elegantly formed — her air was at 
once limple and majeftic — her com- 
plcxi9n was fair — her arms were deli- 
cately turned— her hair was brown, and 
calculated to receive the cmbcUilh- 
ments of art to the grcateft advantage. 
She had that frclhnefs of colour 
which no borrowed tints can imitate ^ 
fine dark eyes, and a look, which 
C cxprefled 



C3q>refled every emotion of her ftul. 
She ipoke French with a German 
ftccent^ and appeared much confufed, 
but mthouc any particular rymp»>m 
q£ ictnale weaknefsw . 

Her alarm was feon diffipated by 
thai: confidence which M. de Cobenzei 
£> weU knew liow to inipire^— in her 
letters (he had always called him her 
Father — when in his prcfence (he 
addrefled him by the fame endearing 
name — ibe woukl have kifled his 
hand, but he prevented her by catch- 
ing her in his arms. He &t down 
near her-^talked to her on the &i]^o£k 
of her health — defired her to make 
hcrfejf perfeftly cafy— and told her 
&€ fhouM have the utmoft attention 
and the kindefi: treatment^ if (he 

would 



t »^ I 

•#ouM ftriaiy tdhcre to truth.— Sht 
repeated fcvcral:- times^— " Yes, my 
** dear father, I win inform you of 
*' every thing — I am a.^od girl, and 
*' never injured any hrnnan creature; 
** It is tnic I have eoiitra6bed fome 
** debts— -but was that a crime ? I had 
** been plcntifuHy fupplied with mo- 
" ncy, and I expe&ed a contmuation 
'•of my alJowance/' AlHier diftrels^ 
appeared toarifc from the circumftance 
of her debts — thofe ffie confidered as 
Iifcr only faults, and as the folc caufe 
of. her having been apprehended. — 
Sfcc inveighed againft tie cruelty of 
Mddame 1/Engiumce — flie &id, that 
MI <ie Ferrand had aHured her, the 
&m dtfe to that woman fhoujd only 
be paid m part, as ftie had grofsly 
C 2 deceived 
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deecived her m the price of evefy v« 
tide that flie had fold her. Sh€ ex* 
preficd no concern whatever at her 
being a prifoner, and only alked. M. 
de Cobenzel if (he might not remain 
at his houie. The Count fiai^y 
told her that this was impoffible ; af- 
furing her at the fame dme> that flie 
ihould be treated with all imaginable 
rcfpc&, in an apartment which he 
had prepared for her in the fortreis 
of Monterel, at a very litde diilance 
from Bniflcls; and that if fht wanted 
any things (he had but to exprels her 
wifh^ and her commands fhould im- 
mediately be obeyed. He promifed 
to wait on her there the next day : 
and fhe took her leave of him^ to all 
appearance m a ftate of perfe£fc tnui^ 

quiiity. 



quillity. She was conduced to Fort. 
Monterel, under the guard of Major 
de Camerlang^ a man of fenfe and 
goodnature; and M. de Ncny had 
taken care to provide a female at* 
tendaht for her. The neit day the 
Count went to fee her— he found her 
in very good IpiritSi (he feemcd de^ 
lighted with her apartment^and pleafed 
with the condu6t of thofe about her. 
The Count offered her the ufc of any 
books from his library. She thanked 
him ; but faid (he never had a moment 
which hung heavy on her hands, fo 
niuch was her mind taken up with 
vifionary projefts for. her future life—^ 
the truth was, (he could neither read 
nor write, M. de Camerlang taught 
her to fign her name, while Ihc was in 
; C 3 con- 
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eorifinemcnt. The ciufe of this%- 
Ronmce will prcfcndy be explained. 

^Thc next day her examinadoo be- 

' gtiu M. dc Cobcnzcl^^and *thc Pre- 

fidcnt went to J?oit Montercl, at ten 

in the moniiag. The Countxle Neny^ 

who had fiotias )«t fcen the priibner, 

was.exireoiely furprifed at>her ftriking 

. refsmblance rto the -late Emperor. 

Thcyadced hei:» where ihe was bcmi 

«ibe &id':Aielcnrw not^ but that fhe 

chdd been told the place where ihe was 

educated, was called Bohemia. She 

was aikedy if that place was a town:? 

.and what was the earlieft incident in 

the courfe of her life that Ihe could 

remember? ihe faid, that the place 

where ihe was b-ought up, was a.littie 

fequeftered koxsk in the ycevmttj^^ 

6 .that 

I 



I 
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that there was neitker town nor viltage 
"near it-*-and that before her inka-^ 
biting this houie> (he had not the 
leaft recolledlion of any thing which 
had haj^ned to her. That in her 
infancy ihe- had been under the care 
of two women, one about fifty years 
5>kl, the other about thirty. That 
Ate caUed the firfl: Mama^ the iccond 
Catherijie «^ that fhe flept in the 
apartment of the firfl: named woman, 
and that bodi of them treated her 
Ifirith much kindnefs and afiedlon — 
that fi'om time to time, anEcclefiaftic 
(as Ihe has fince fufpeded, a Jefuit) 
came to lay mafs to an apartment in 
die hou(e, and to teach her the ca* 
techifin-^that the woman ihe named 
f* mama," h^ begun <o inftruA her 
C4 in 
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in reaching and writing, but that the 
pricft oppofed it> from the moment 
it came to his knowledge; and from 
that time fhe was taught no more. 
However, Ihe added, that he always 
treated her with infinite refpeft. 

She faid, that about a year after 
this, a handfome man, in a hunting 
fuit, accompanied by another gen- 
tleman, drcft in the fame manner, 
came to the houfe where Ihe refided. 
That fhe was immediately fcnt for^ 
when the ftrangcr embraced her, 
placed her on his knees, careffcd her 
much, and recommended it to her to 
be good and fubmiflive. She doubts 
not that this pcrfon had feen her 
before, beaufc (he recollefts that he 
thought her grown taller, and altered; 

but 



[ 25 ] 

but (he never remembers having fcen 
him at any former rime. 

About eighteen months afterwards, 
he returned, accompanied by the 
fame attendant as before, and wear- 
ing the very fame drefs. She faid, 
that, at this- fccond interview, the 
features of her unknown Vifitor made 
fo ftrong an impreflion on her mind, 
that had Ihe never fcen him more, 
Ihe fboiild not have forgotten them. 
She fays, that he was of a middling fize,' 
and rather corpulent, that he had an 
open countenance, a ruddy complex- 
ion, a dark beard, and a little white 
fpof upon one of his temples. She 
obferved, that M. de Neny bore fome 
diftant reiembl^bceto^thc perfon 1E9 
fpoke of, particularly in the lower 

part 
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?part of hU &ce«-*lhc faid further^ 
that at this ^ood interview^ re*- 
marking ibmewbat red that appeared 
about the ftranger's ^eck uoder hia 
riding-coat, (be aflced him what it 
was? he replied, it was a mark of 
diftindtion worn by officers — ihe> 
ignorant in every particular, enquired 
what he meant by an ^erf " They 
* arc," Imd he, [^ Men of Honour, 
^ Gallantry^ and Spirit^ whom you 
^ m\j& love, becaufe you are the 
"daughter of an officer yourfclf/* 
She added, that at this ftcond vifit 
ibe found herfelf extremely attached 
to the ftraagef— and that when he 
took his leave flic fted a fiood of 
•icaFSi u which lie ^^>cared much 

affeded^ 
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afiedcd, .and promiied h er foC3 

return. 
He did not keep his wotd«-«for 

he returned not-tilltwo years after, 
-and when ihe reproached him with 
^b&nting himfelf fo Jong, he n>UI 
>iier, that at the time he had Sxd^ott 

coming to her, hehad been 'viokndf 
HI, in conlequence df owr4ie«djig 
-hiin&lf In the ^hace. 

[N.'B. Prince Charles t^ecoUcflcd, 
tthat at a time correfponding with 

that above-mentioned, the Emperor 
^was in &£k takea lU on his retlim 

from jiunting,] 
<rhis thiid interview, ' which was 

the laft, ftrfiiflies the moft inteitfting 
< anecdotes. The ftranger defirtd to 
?^ left doM with her. When he 

*told 
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told her of his illncfe 'fhc Ihcd 
tears— he was himfelf melted, and 
tfflccd her why flie wept ? *« Becaufe 
« I love you." He affured her that 
he felt equal love for her — that he 
would take care of her — would make 
her rich and happy— would give her 
a palace, money, and attendants; 
and that her domcftics ihould wear 
yellow and blue liveries. He afked 
her, afterwards, if fhe did not wifli 
to fee the queen ? Ihe replied, fhc 
did-Bot know what a queen . meant. 
" A queen is the firft lady in the 
" kingdom, and highly to be rc- 
" fpcdbcd as fuch ; you would love her 
"much if you knew her — but that, 
" for the fake of her peace of mind, 
" you .muft never- do." — r— He 

then 
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then prcfented her with the two 
pidtures^ which ihe had fent from 
Bourdeaux to M. de Cobenzel. She 
laid, Ihe told the ftranger, that one 
was his own pidure— he allowed it ; 
and bade her keep it as long as ihe 
lived, as well as that of the Emprefs ; 
and a durd pi6hire, which he af- 
terwards gave her, of a female, whole 
features were half concealed by a 
veil. This, he told her, was her 
own mother. The piftures were in 
a blue (ilk purfe which contained a 
great quantity of ducats, Theftranger, 
when he quitted the young lady, af- 
fured her fhe (hould ibon be happy, 
and not have a with ungratiBed ; but 
that fhe muft promife him never to 
marry^ and to^kccp that vow always 

in 
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m her remembrance. After this fie 
took leave of her with die utxnoft 
tendcn)e&^ and (he was herfelf ex^ 
tremely afie£ted.. 

She leloted*. that in the imerval 
lietween the ftranger's firft and fecond 
Y4fit>. there came one day, accompar 
nied by two men, a lady> who aiked 
•0 fee her. Tie lady was drefied in a^ 
ftyle of great fiinpUcity: ihe^ was of 
noderate ftature> fair,, of a-pleafing. 
afpeA^and rather inclining, to cor^- 
pulence. This lady looked- at her 
widi great earneftnefs, and began to 
weep-— ihe aflccd kcr fcvcral indif» 
ferent qiicftiofis> and then emlM'acing 
her two or three times, faid, ** My 
•• ciiikly you are indeed. unhappy !*'—* 
Her emouon was fo great, that ihe 

called 
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calM for a gltfs of water to keep her 
fiom finimng'^lhe drank it, and de^ 
parted inmiecMately. Mademoifelle 
la Freulen fatd, diat Ihe could not be 
pofitn^) whether the pifturc ivhich 
the ftrangcr gave her at his laft 
vifit, bore any refemblance to this 
tody or not. 

When the exammation had pro- 
ceeded thus (sLTj it was obferved that 
the young prifoncr began to preva- 
ricaoe iMbout the circumftances of her 
ftory. Yet even after this was dif- 
covered, ihe perfifted in moft fo- 
lemnly declaring, that till now, and 
indeed tiU her quitting the houfe 
where the was educated, her narrative 
had been faidiful in all its particulars. 
Every incident was thoroughly ex- 
amined— 
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amined— the queftions were put ta 
her in every poflible form, to obferve 
if (he did not vary in her replies : 
but fhe always repeated the above 
£i6ts with the fame circumftances, 
and the fame fimplicity. 

She then told the ftory of her de- 
parture from the place of her education, 
in words to the following purport. 
. That a litde time after the ftranger's 
lafl: vifit, the Ecclefiaftic wha had 
taken care of her from her infancy, 
came to inform her, that her Pro* 
tt&or was no more ; and that before 
he expired he had ordered her to be 
conduced to fome convent in France 
—the prieft faid, " that ibc muft 
" fet forward on her journey in a 
•f few days, and that he came to 
5 mcafure 
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^ mcafure her for fome apparel j" 
which he afterwards did, with a rib- 
bon he had brought with him for 
that purpofe, A week after this he 
arrived in a poft-chaife, bringing with 
him four complete drefles, viz. two 
pelifles, a black gown, and a red one; 
till now ihe had only worn a dimity 
undrefs. The prieft immediately 
made a parcel of all the young lady's 
little property. — She put on a blue 
peliffe — ^he handed her and her at- 
tendant Catharine into the carriage 
and then got into it himfelf. 

She wept grievoufly at parting with 
the woman Ihe had called "mama^" 
but befides what flie felt on account of 
the feparation, fhc was terribly afraid of 
the convent. The enquiries Ihe had 
D made 
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mftde of Catharine and h^r filattifl (in 
the week preceding her departure) h^d 
given her moft frightful ideas of the 
life to which fhe thought hericlf con- 
demned for the remainder of her days* 
She could not tell what towni fhe pafled 
through ; but Ihe faid, that on her ar- 
rival at Hamburgh, the prieft, after 
difmiffing her attendant, made herein- 
batk on board a veflcl freighted fof 
Bourdeaux. The moment Ihc took 
ihip, a man, to all appearance about 
fifty years old, came to offer her his 
fervices, faying, that he would tike 
care of her during her voyage. On 
their arrival at Bourdeaux, this fti&n, 
who had acquired great influence over 
her, took her to the houfc of a Ger- 
man merchant, who was fettled in 
5 that 
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that city ; and tfie wife of this mcf- 
chant placed her with Madame Guil- 
lavmoC) with whom Ihe remained, du- 
ring the whole time of her ftay in 
Bourdeaux. A fortnight after her ar 
rival at this lady's houfe, a letter was 
brooght to her,' addrefled " to Made- 
** flfioifelle Felicia Juliana de Schonau,** 
a name which, at her Icaring Bohcmia> 
the prieft tokl her ftie was in future 
to confider as her ownT Madame 
Guillaumot, by her defire, read this 
letter to her. — ft contained rules for 
her future conduft, and affurantes, 
that fhc fliould be amply fupplicd 
with money — ihe Was directed by the 
writer to 4'emain with Madame Guil- 
laumot; but (he was advifed to pcr- 
luade^ that lady to difmils all her other 
D 2 boarders. 
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As the Count faid thi% he looked at 
}itr with a fixed and fevere counter 
nance^ which dtfconcerted her the 
more J as till now &e had only ieen 
that air of tendernefs and politehefs^ 
wUch marked his general chara£kcr. 
She was all conilifion; and M. de Co-« 
henzel having riien from his feat, as 
if about to depart, Ihe held him by 
his cloaths, and throwing berfdf at 
his feet, faid, with many tear$, tbat 
St was true fhe had much to relate 
to him, but flie could fay no more 
in the prcfence of Monficur de Ncny's 
iecretary. As foon as that gentleman 
had kfc the room, ihe fell down again 
on her knees, and with renewed ex- 
preffions of grief, entreated M. dc 
Cobeuzel to take pity upon her ; con^ 

feffed 
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ftflM tlm (be h4d deceived him in 
^^ lu^Otffit pf her embfirk$ik>n ac 
fl[#mlH>rgb; but caJkd Heaven to 
lvunef^J eh^t tJi which fl&e hdd faid 
of Imr «diic^df)n in BohcmM was true 
rp thip tnoft minute circumftwcc. 
She »fteriwrd$ always perfifted in this 
d0fertian^ pof ever varied in the 
fmall^ft particular, when croft-rxa- 
mined at different times as to the 
former part of hcrlifc,'~AncJ thus fee 
told anew the ftorf of her departure. 

When the pricft came to take her 
from her houiie in Bohemia, he tokl 
her, that he was going to conduft 
her to a convent in France. Ignorant 
as ihe was, tlie little which .Cucharine 
^nd her mama had tokl her of a 
religious ]ik, taught her t<^ aonfider 
D4 a 
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a convent as an horrible prifon^ from 
which there was no efcape : and this idea 
had fo difturbed her mind, that from 
the moment of her quitting her ha- 
bitation in Bohemia, fhe had formed 
the projed of flying, as foon as pof- 
fible, from fuch captivity. — During 
her journey to Hamburgh, flie found 
no opportunity of executing her de- 
lign — but her alarm was fo much 
increafed, when on her arrival in that 
city, fhe faw the lea, and the fhips, 
that on the eve of the day fixed for 
her departure Ihe rofe from Ca- 
tharine's fide as (he flcpt, made a 
litde parcel of one gown and fbme 
linen, took the blue purfe with the 
three piftures, and the hundred ducats 
which the ftranger had given her> and 

at 
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at break of day left the city. She 
walked a feng time; till fpent with 
fatigue and terror, jhe took refuge in 
the bam of a farmery and there fell 
afleep. The owner of the prcmifes 
ibund her, and, ftruck with her youth 
and beauty, civilly offered her a little 
room, and the beft bed in his houfe, 
which (he accepted. 

Her fears not fuffering her to con- 
tinue fo near to Hamburgh, (he foon 
quitted this retreat. She wilhed to 
give fbmc proof of her gratitude to 
the honeft people who had afforded 
her protection ; but they would ac- 
cept of nothing. From hence, mounted 
on a wretched carriage, fhe took the 
road towards Sweden. — The third 
day of her journey, Ihe fell from the 

vehicle. 
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vehicle^ and received io d^uig^roips a 
wound in her head^ tbtt ic was nece& 
iary to take her to a neighbouring itm^ 
and call in the ai&ftance of afurgp^OQ, 

It happened, that a Dutch faoiily 
called at thi^ inn in their way tp Fq» 
merania and Swcden-^-thefe people de^ 
frayed theexpencesof herCcknefs, and^ 
out of compafTionj Aiffered her to join 
their travelling party. (At her exa- 
mination, Ihe toki the names of theft 
Hollanders, as well as that of a Lu^ 
theran pricft who was with thenj, and 
whoj at this prefent tinie, is private 
tutor to a merchant's children in 
Hamburgh,) When ihe arrived at 
Stockholm, fhe quitted her fellow 
travellers^ and went to lodge at th^ 
houfe of a German woman, whole 

hufband 
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btiftaad had a finall poft under Go^ 
▼emmenL This womao, happjjr for 
Madcmoifeile La Frrtileawas a perfbit 
of great kitegrity, and conceived the 
tendercft firicndfhip for her. Whifcfhc 
refidcd here> her hair-drcficr told 
her one day, that the Count de BcU 
gioiofo. Imperil Mtnifter at Stock* 
hoUn, was making ftrift enquiries after 
a young lady that had eloped from 
Hamburgh. La Freden, who bc^ 
gan to form an idea of the confer 
queaces of her flight, and whom the 
apprehenfions of poverty terrified ftiU 
more than the thoughts of a convent, 
told her mformer, that Ihe was the 
perfoln fought after, and permitted * 
him to make this difcovery to the 
Ambafikior. The ncjct day fbe 

received 
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received a billet from that Minifter, 
inviting her to his houfe. The billet 
was read to her by a girl that waited 
upon her, named Sophia — (he did 
not hefitace a moment, but repaired 
that day to the Count de Belgioiofb. 
He received her with great refpedt; 
alked her the circumftances of her 
departure from Hamburgh — and it 
being (as he thought by her replies), 
evident that (he was the perfon whom 
he fought, he told her, that he was 
inftrufted to take the greatcft care of 
her, and that he would go to fee 
whether (he was in convenient lodg- 
ings. He offered her money, which 
fhe accepted, for the blue purfe was en- 
tirely empty. M. de Belgioiofo went 
to vifit her the next day-^he told her 

(he 
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fHe mu& flay no longer in fuch a 
,placc, and that. he would procure her 
a more commodious apartment near 
.his own houfe. In two days fhe went 
to this apartment — it was at the 
houfe of a tradefman: and Sophia 
-Continued about her pcrfon. — M. de 
Belgioiofo fent her a lacquey^ and fur- 
niihed her with provifions from his 
own table. Not long afterwards, he 
told her that fhe had been flill more 
iftrongly recommended to his protec- 
.tion, and that fhe muft take up her 
abode at his houfe ^ and accordingly 
Ihe went thither the fame afternoon. 

She fays, that while (he was at the 
Jioufe of M. de Belgioiofo, fhe was fo 
afFefted by the fight of a pifture, per- 
fcdly refcmbling the flranger who 

came 
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came three dmes to fee her at her 
dwelling in Bohemia, that ihe fwooned 
•way upon the <pot» (The Count 
tde Belgiotofb has by letter coniinaed 
chts aflerdoni and it feems the pic- 
ture was that of the Emperor Francis.) 
It was with the greateft diificuhy that 
they recovei^ hex from her fainting- 
fit ; an4 a violent fever was the con* 
Sequence, which very nearly proved 
fatal to hen She fays fhe grew taller 
during this iHneis, which laited fix 
week^j and was fb much altered, that 
A^ appeared to be thirty years old^ 
though fhe could not at this time have 
been above fixtscen. 

When fhe was pcrfcAly recovered, 
the AmbalTador told her, he had re- 
ceived advice from Hamburgh, that 

^ fhe 
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Ac had quitted that city in company 
with a young Englifliman. She dc* 
nied it in the moftfofcnin manner, be* 
Caufe Ihe had no Englifh acquaintance 
i^hatever : but M. dc Bclgioiofo pcr- 
lifted in his accufation fo fong, that, 
wearied out with conftant perfecution 
on the fobjeft, Ihc confcfied herftlf 
guilty of a crime which Ihc knew was 
ialieljr laid to her charge. 

This ralh confeffion, as weH as 
many other inftances of imprudence 
in her conduft, flic attempted to 
palliate, in a manner that very ftrongly 
proved her fimplicity and ignorance of 
the world. Her ignorance indeed ex- 
tended to fuch a degree, diat M. 
St. Gere, Afliftant to the Impe- 
rial Confiil at Bourdcaux, who 

was 
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vni% fent for to BrufTels during the 
prifoner's examination^ depofed^ that 
while he was her fecrctary at Hour- 
deaux^ fhe wifhed him to (ign a 
feigned name to a kttcr— and when 
he remonftrated, that ihe could not 
make ufe of a name that was not her 
own, fhe replied, " Who can forbid 
** my doing any thing that I wifh ? 
** May I not affume any name, any 
" fignature, at my pleafurc ?" 

It muft be obferved, that about the 
time of her elopement from Ham- 
burgh, the daughter of a merchant in 
that city had been carried off by a 
young Engliihman; and this ad- 
venture, being confounded with that 
of our heroine, gave the Ambaffador 
thofe fulpicions which fhe had the 

folly 



I 49 1 

folly to confirm. It is evident diat 
after this confeflion, M. de Belgioiofb 
believed her to be the merchant's 
daughter^ and not the young lady 
who had been recommended to his 
care : bccaufc a little time after this, 
he told her, he was miftaken as to her 
perfon, and advifed her to return to 
Hamburgh. He gave her twenty- 
five louis-d^-ors for her travelling 
€xpences> and entrufted her to the 
care of a merchant who was then 
on his return to that city. On her 
arrival at Hamburgh, flie anxioufly 
fought after thofe pcrfons, whom fhc 
had quitted with fb much precipi- 
tation— Ihc walked every day on the 
quay, and in the mod frequented parts 
of the town, 

E At 
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At this time, a man, in appearance 
iibout fifty years 6ild, and plainly 
dreffcd, who had followed her at a 
diftancc for feveral days, at latt ac- 
coftcd her, and pfopofed to her to 
go to Bourdeaux. Shfe colifented 
to it ti^ more readily, becaufe (he 
recolletaed that the prieft had wifhed 
her to einbark for that place — ^and 
flie fiippoftd, that by following th^ 
plan at firft marked out for l^r, flie 
fliould the hiofc eafily meet with thofe 
who intcreftcd themfelves about her 
fete. The man whdtn 'ihe met oa 
the quay embarked with her-^her 
voyage was pfofperous in every par- 
ticular, iand he attended her during 
the coiirfe of it 5n the rtianner (he 
had at firft related. The prifoher 

always 
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always perfifted in faying that . ^ v<ery 
circumftance Ihe had mentioned, of 
her arrival ' at Bourdeaqxj, and hts 
adventures in that city, was moft 
fcrupuloufly true. 

Soon after Ak had taken a houft of 
her own, to which Madame Qqil- 
laumot accompanied her,,nie received 
an anonymous letter, in which .Ihe was 
commanded to go to t:he Duke de 
Richelieu, and aflc that proteftipn, 
of which (he flood fo mydi in njecd. 
Ihe wjitcr preffed her the rp^rc e.'^r- 
oeftly :to 4o thi§, becaufe t)\e Dyke 
%vas .already acquainted with the par- 
ticulars of her ftory. AcjCordiDgiy-lfee 
went . to* tjhe Dulse's paiace. ffe > in- 
formed her that he hadirdqeiyejia.'fctter 
from the Priacefs d'Averibesg, ',r:C- 
E 2 commending 
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commending Madcmoifellede Schonau 
in the ftrongeft terms to his care. lie 
made her a thoufand oflfers of fervicc, 
and according to his cuftom^ iaid 
more than a woman of honour ought 
to hear. She burft into tears, and 
on her knees implored his pity ; and 
the Duke on his part made apologies 
for his imprudence. 

A few days after this he came to her 
houfe, and earneftly recommended it 
to her to learn the French language, 
which as yet fbe underftood very im- 
perfeftly. M. de Richelieu paid her 
fcveral other vifits, and always treated 
her with the highcft refpcft. She 
wa$ a conftant guell at all his enter- 
tainments, and when any queftions 
were aiked him concerning- her, he 

made 
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made this uniform reply— "iJife? is q 
lady of great diJiinSiionJ*' 

The reft of the examination con* 
fiftcd of minute circumftances, fo- 
reign to our purpofcj and chiefly 
relpeftcd the company with whom 
fhc affociated during her refidcncc 
at Bourdeaux. It muft not however 
be forgotten, that fhe had there two 
very advantageous offers of marriage : 
the one from M. de —— j the other 
from the nephew of M. de Ferrand, 
a counfellor of the parliament of 
Bourdeaux. She refufed both ; con- 
ceiving herfelf bbund to perpetu*!! 
. celibacy by the promife Ihe had made 
the ftranger in Bohemia. 

It is neceflary to mention her pe- 
cuniary refources. We have already 
E 3 obfervcd, 
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^fttvtd, that whiltf fkt lived with Ma- 
dame Guillaumd^/ ^ peribi) unkncxwti 
ftftknted htr mth a per fe c^omaifiing 
a thotrlartdi Iouis-d'-o#s. TKrs fame 
perfod brought her feveral fiims of 
ftioney afeerwards, at drfFcrenr times ; 
aiid ffee received through this chartnel 
ttbout . a hundred and fifty thoufand 
livres*, A^^itbout ever .learning, or being 
able t6 difcdvet to whom fhe was 
obliged for this noble allowance.-— 
As all this tended to confirm her in 
her ideas that (he belonged to a very 
\^calthy family, Ihe fpent this money 
as faft fLS flic received it. On a 
fuddcft her remittances ftopped. She 
had' little or no money by her — fb 
that in a ibort time, as fhe made no 

alteration 

£.62^0 ftcrling. 
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alteration whatever in her ilyie of 
living, ihe contrafled debts t6 the 
amount of fixty tkoufand livres^ which 
remained undifcharged at the time of 
her being arretted at Bourdeaux. 

In the deiperate Iituation to which 
the menaces of her creditors reduced 
her, fhe took the wild rcfolution of 
fabricating thofe letters, which when 
prcfented to her at her examination, 
fhe owned were dkStated by herfelf^ 
As, firft, the letter to M. de Co- 
benzel, dated, " Vienna— Fr^wi my 
*' bedr—two in the m6mifj^.*'—Anothcry 
figncd, " Le Comte J. dc Wcif- 
** fendorff." — ^Another to the Em- 
peror, addreffcd to Florence.— -An- 
other to the Bavarian Minifter at 
Paris..— Andy laftly, the letter to the 
E 4 King 
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King of Spain^ vhich had led to the 
difcovcry. But though Ihe frankly 
confcffcd the having fcnt all thefe 
letters^ fhe declared at the fame time 
her perfcft ignorance of that figned 
" Le Cotnte de Dieftrichftein"— and 
of fcveral others, which the Counts dc 
Cobenzel and de Ncny had received 
from time to time concerning her. 

It is obfervablc, that her fimpli- 
city was fo great, as to make it im- 
poflible to explain to her how highly 
<:riminal fhe had been, in procuring 
forged letters on fubjefts of fuch im- 
portance. She made the fame reply 
now, that fhe had done to M* St. 
Gere, at Bourdeaux. — Nay, ihe 
innocently perfifled in it, that (he 
drought fhe had aftcd rights— bc- 

caufc 
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traufc the extraordinary education that 
flad been given her, the conjeftures 
Jhe had formed of her parentage, the 
portraits which gave fuch weight to 
thofc conjcftures, and the confiderablc 
Ibms that had been remitted to hcrj 
•could not but lead her to fulpcft, that 
(he was in point of fact the fate Em- 
peror's daughter. She declared that fhe 
liad never uttered her thoughts to any 
human creature : but finding herfelf all 
at once utterly forfaken, (he concluded 
the perfon was dead, who had been com- 
iniilioned to furnifli her with money. 
And as (he fuppoicd that this perfon 
alone was acquaiated with the place of 
her abode, ftie concluded that her fup- 
plies only ceafed, beca\ife her refidcnce 
was no longer known*. However, as (he 

thought 
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thought it highly probabk that her 
fathct might have cntrufted more th^ 
pnc pcrfon with the fccrctof her birtih> 
Ihe hoped, by writing to. all th^ faoft 
UluftriQus fervaAts of the ho^le of 
Auftria, to find fomc one, who knp^w- 
ing her hiilory, might place her i^ 
that lituation which her father had 
dcfigiicd for her. She faid further, 
that fhe did not write thefe ktters in 
her own name, becaufe fhe would not 
cxpofc herfelf to the troublefome cu- 
rioficy of thofe, who not being in the 
fecret, would irn mediately make en- 
quiry about her birth. That if but 
one of thofe ktters had fallen into 
the hands of any perfbn acquainted 
with her ftory, that perfon would 
immediatcJy have known more par- 
ticulars 
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ifcufefs of her life than fhe hf rfclf 
could know. Fn the mean time, her 
fbfpieions bcmg unfupportcd by po- 
fitive proof, all that fhe could fay 
would not prevent her paffing for an 
impoftor. She added, that a ftrong 
argument of her confeious innocence^ 
and of her firm perfuafion that fhc 
was really the Emperor^s daughter, 
might be drawn from tfee circum- 
ftance of her having pointed out 
the place of her abode in all her 
letters J every one of which tended 
to put her in the power of the court 
of Vienna — that court, which was 
alone interefted in punifhing a fraud 
of this nature. — She affirmed, that 
(be never had confulted any perfon 
whatever as to the fteps fhe had taken 

—and 
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'w— and ihc particularly denied having 
.written the letter, figned " The Prin- 
cefs d'Averfberg," which the Duke 
de Richelieu received foon after her 
arrival at Bourdeaux. 

One remark ought to be made 
upon this letter. The Duke imme- 
diately fent a polite anfwer to the 
Princefe d'Averfberg, Hating, " that 
" in confequence of her recommenda- 
" tion,' he would treat MademoifcUe 
" de Schonau with all poffible relpeft, 
*' and would afford her every fcrvice 
" in his power." This letter was 
delivered to the Princefs by M. de 
Chatelet, at that time the French 
Ambaflador at Vienna. We may 
naturally fuppofe, that if (he had not 
written to the Duke in favour of the 

• ftjanger. 
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ftrariger, fte would immediately have 
anfwercd, that flie knew noi fuch a 
pcrfon as Mademoifelle dc Schonau ; 
for no one woqld willingly fecond any 
impofture — but ihe made no anfwcr 
whatever. It is natural therefore to 
fuppofe, that flic did write the letter 
of recommendation — and that confc- 
quently fhe knew all the myfteries of 
the ftranget's birth. This being the 
cafe, what motive co%l have in- 
duced the Emprefs fo exprefsly to 
guard her minifters againft aflcing 
any queftions whatever of the Princcfs 
d'Averfbefg? This would infallibly 
have led to a difcovery of the whole 
ftory. 

The account which the prifoncr 
gave of the late Duke of York is 

like wife 
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likewifc very important* As foon as 
his Royal tHighnefs arrived at Baur- 
deaux, he fent to inform Mademoifclle 
de Schonauy that he had an affair of 
great confcquence to eonmiunicatc to 
herj and he requcfted her to appoint 
fome time, when he might fee her, 
without the knowledge of any perfon 
in the city. She replied, that if he 
wifhed for fecrccy, fhe thought the moft 
private hour would be at fix in the. 
morning, after a ball which ,was to be 
given by the Duke de Richelieu. His 
Royal Highncfs came at the appointed 
time. He told her that the intent of his 
vifit was to learn the amount of her 
debts, and that he was commanded 
by a lady of quality to give her a 
fum of monty. She confeiTed to 
I him. 
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him, that her creditors importuned 
hfer greatly for fixty thoufand livnes. 
He defifcd her to make hcrfelf per- 
fcftly cafy, and the fame day fent 
her feven hundred louis-d'-ors j in- 
forming her, that he would foon 
furnifli her with money fufficient to 
difcharge all her debts. His Royal 
Highncfs left Bourdeaux on the 
morrow. 

A fhort time after this fhe fell fick^ 
One morning, whilft St, Gere was 
by her bedfide, a letter was brought 
her from the Duke of York, dated 
*' Monaco." St. Gere began to read, 
as follows — " Izvas about io Jend you 
*^ the remainder of your money ; but 
^^ when I left your boufe^ I received 
*^ a letter y '^^bicb fqfttively commanded 

''me 
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*' we to give you no more than a part 
" of it. I have written to the Princefs 

" d'Av ." St. Gere having read 

thus far, flie fnatched the letter out 
of his hands, and would not fuffcr 
.him to finifli it. (All the circum- 
ftafices refpefting this letter have been 
Tfince proved.) 

;Wbcn fhe was aflced why fhe 
fciitched the letter out of St, Gere's 
hands ? and who was the princefs 
mentioned in it ? (he replied, it was 
the Princels d'Averfberg* — that fhe 
herfelf did not know her^ but the 
Duke of York told her that the 
Princeis interelled herfelf much in 

her 

♦ The reader is referred, for fome moft in- 
tcrefting anecdotes of this extraordinary lady, to 
Wraxall's Memoirs of the Court of " Vienna, *• 
letter xxxi. vol. 2, page 342. 
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her behalf J and that Jbe knew all 
the myftcry of her birth— fbe faid, 
that when flie heard the firft fyllable 
ofhcrname, Ihe feared there might 
be fomething in the remainder of the 
letter more immediately refpefting 
the princefs ; or that it might contain 
the fecret of her own ftory, with which 
fhe wifhed St. Gere to be for ever 
unacquainted. At thefe words, fhe 
drew from her pocket the Duke of 
York's letter.. M. de Neny read it 
aloud. The remainder was as follows : 
" / have written to the Princefs 
*^ d'Aversberg; and have requejied 
" prmtjftony at leaji to /end you the 
^^Jum you wanty in order to Jhelter you 

^^ from the purfuitiof your creditors 

^^ but !" Here the letter 

abruptly terminated. 

F In 
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In a few days after her receivings 
this billet, the ftranger heard of his 
Royal Highnefs's death. She fent 
to the pcrfons .who were appointed 
to examine his papers, requefting 
them to return her pidure and her 
letters. One letter only was found, 
which was fent her, as well as her 
pifture; and another portrait, which 
afterwards fhe prefentcd to M. de 
Camerlang, at Fort Monterel. 

The examination, after twenty- 
four fittings, being entirely finilhed, 
Meflrs. de Cobenzel and De Neny 
fcrioufly confidered what fteps were 
moft proper to be taken in confe- 
quence of it. The Court having de- 
fired them to give their opinion, they 
agreed, " That the moft prudent mca- 

" furc 
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** lure would be to place the poor 
*^ girl in fome diftant convent, and 
*' there keep her, till time (hould 
" throw fome light on this myfterious 
" affair." At the moment when this 
opinion was to have been tranfmitted 
to Vienna, M. de Neny received a 
letter from his father (private fccre- 
tary to the Emprefs) which dated, 
that from the examination, which had 
been fent from time to time to court, 
her Imperial Majcfty had formed a 
very difadvantagcous opinion of the 
ftrangcr ; and that fhe was determined 
to treat her with the utmoft fcverity. ' 
After reading thefe difpatches, M. de 
Neny's fentiments were fo entirely 
changed, that he propofed fending 
the unhappy prifoncr to Bourdeaux, 
F 2 and 
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and there putting her into the power 
of her creditors. He even fent this 
to Vienna, as his opinion. But the 
Count de Cobenzel, whom no con- 
fideration whatever could induce to 
change thofe fentimcnts which honour 
and humanity diAated, feared not, in 
behalf of innocence, to difpleafe his 
fovercign herfelf: and wrote as 

follows : 

" Though it appears to me, that the 
" prifoncr is not the daughter of the 
" Emperor, there are, however, cir- 
" cumftances in her ftory, which 
" throw a myftcrious peq^lexity over 
" her birth ; and in this ftate of un- 
" certainty, I cannot be of Monficur 
de Neny's opinion. I -likewife 
think, that the meafure propofed 

« by 
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*' by that gentleman, of fending her 
*' back to her creditors, is repugnant 
*' to the well-known clemency and 
*' benevolence of her Imperial Ma- 
**jefty, and at the fame time mili- 
** tates againft her wi(h, that this 
" affair fhould be buried in filence, 
" as much as poffible. If the poor 
*' wretch be fent to her creditors, 
'^ Ihe will be reduced to the fatal 
*' and horrible alternative of pe- 
" rifhing without relief in a prifon, 
" or of fceking fupport in infamy*^ 
" itfclf, by means of her beauty and 
" perfonal recommendations, — And 
" perhaps the Emprefs may be in- 
" duced to pity this unfortunate 
*' young woman, when her Ma- 
*'jcfty is affured that her morals 
F 3 " appear 



C 70 ] 

<« appear to have been as yet irre- 
** proachable. Befidcs, to fend her 
" ag^n to Bourdeaux, would be to 
" give weight to thofe reports which 

" ought to be fuppreffed be- 

" caufe all the world will fay, that 
" the impofture not having been 
*',punifhed, the ftory of her birth 
" muft needs have been in fome 
" meafure believed. The objeftion, 
" that if will be necejfary to pay her 
" debtSy if we do not put her a- 
" gain in the hands of her creditors, 
*^ appears to me trifling, when com- 
** pared with thofe ferious evils, 
*' which will rcfult from following 
" my colleague's opinion. Her debts 
*^ do not amount to fixty thoufand 
*^ livr€;s — flie has cffcfts of confi- 

" derable 
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*« derable value at Bourdeaux, the 
<^ fale of which will produce a great 
*' part of that fum, and the remainder 
*' appears to mc below the confi- 
** deration of her Imperial Majcfty's 
** munificent heart. This gcnerofity 
'* will give the Emprefs an abfolutc 
^' right to difpofe of the unfortunate 
*^ prifoncr in fuch a manner, as to 
*' refcue her from the dangers of fe- 
*' duftion. My opinion therefore is, 
" That her Imperial Majefty would 
'^ do well to lend her to a convent in 
«' the Tirol, or fome other diftant pro- 
*' vince of her dominions, where no 
*' rumour of the ftory hath hitherto 
" been circulated. — She ipay there 
*' pafs a life of peace and obfcurity 
" at a trifling expence to the Em- 
F4 "prcfs; 
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*' prcfs i and if time (hould throw 
" any light on her hiftory, if fhe 
" fhould appear to belong to per- 
" fons of rank and diftinftion, as 
" the large fums put into her hands 
" lead us to believe, we fhall not 
" have to reproach ourfelvcs with 
^' thofe misfortunes, to which this 
" young creature will inevitably be 
*' expofed, if M. de Neny's advice 
" fhould be taken. Indeed, I look 
" upon it to be dangerous on every 
" account.- I ftiould even prefer the 
" putting the prifoner to death at 
" once, if this were not totally irre- 
" concileable with every idea of her 
" Imperial Majefty*s clemency. Should 
" the Court deign to liften to my 
" opinion, the young lady's property 

" may 
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** may be fold, and her debts paid, 
** without any fufpicion on the part 
** of her creditors, that the Emprefs 
** is concerned. And this they mult 
*' not think, left they (hould be led to 
«^ fuppofe that her Imperial Majefty 
** is aftuated by Jometbing more than 
^^ mere pity. It will be fufficient to 
** write, .as from the ftranger, to a 
** banker at Bourdeaux ; ordering 
" him to fell her furniture and ef- 
*' fefts, and to take an exaft account 
** of her debts : whatever it may be 
*' neceflary to add may be fent in 
" the young lady's name — and her 
*^ creditors, fatisfied with being paid, 
*' and having been accuftomcd to 
** fee her in poflcflion of confiderable 
" fums, will have no reafon to fufpeft 

« the 
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*' the benevolent hand, which affords 
*' her this laft fuccour.*' 

This wife advice was not followed j 
and that of the Count de Neny was 
imprafticable. The Duke de Choifcul 
rcfufed to grant the paflport ncccflary 
to conduft the unhappy prifoncr to 
Bourdeaux. In vain M. de Barrc, 
(Secretary to the Embafly at Paris, 
and Charge de Affaires in the Count 
de Mcrcy*s abfcnce) reprcfcnted to 
the Duke, that her creditors would 
be injured, if their debtor was not 
reftored to them. He feemcd to think 
it a plea of no confequence, and 
pcrfiftcd in his refufal. 

The day before M. de CobenzePs 
death, after he had received the /a- 
crament^ he faid to a conBdential 

friend. 
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friend, who had been made acquainted 
with every circumftance refpedHng the 
ftranger : " I have juft received dif- 
" patches from Vienna, charging me 
" to acquaint the Court with the 
" prifoner*s whole hiftory — by no 
" means to difmifs her — and to take 
" no ftep without frefli orders/* He 
alluded to a letter juft received from 
M. de Kaunitz. The Count imme- 
diately burnt it; adding, by way of 
refleftion, *' Ton fee an boneft man's 
" opinion will fometimes prevail/* 

He died the next day: and it is 
probable, that but for this misfortune, 
the affair would have ended in a very 
different manner. If fimilar orders 
came to any other pcrlbn, they came 
too late. 

8 Four 
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Four days after his death, the 
ftranger was taken out of prifon— -a 
Sub-Lieutenant of the Marcchauflce 
of Brabant conducted her to Quiev- 
raing, a fmall town between Mens 
and Valenciennes* — fifty louis-d'-ors 
were put into her hands— and Ihe was 
abandoned to her wretched deftiny, 

• About a day's journey from Calais, orOftend, 

*^^* This narrative is a faithful ab- 
Jira£l of the twenty -four examinations 
which M. D£ Cobenzel's nephew y 
the Count de Coroniny, who 
himfelf was prefent during all of 
thew, communicated to the Author. 

APPENDIX. 
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APPENDIX, 

NO. I. 

Extrafted from the Newfpaper called " The 
PORCUPINE" ofTuefday, Jan. 27, 1801. 



D E x\ T H 



LADY OF THE HAY-STACK, 

Lately died in Guy's Hofpital, 
the once unfortunate celebrated 
Louisa, or Lady of the Hay-flacky 
who about eighteen years ago *, was 
found to have taken up her refidence 

under 

* She was firft difcovered in the year 1776.— 
See Appendix, No, 2, 
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under that Jhelter^ in the parifli of 
Bourton, near Briftol, in a ftate of 
melancholy derangement. She then 
appeared to be under twenty * years 
of age. This very extraordinary wo- 
man, whofe " tale of woe*' was firft 
told to the public by Mifs Hannah 
More, has naturally ceafcd, for a con- 
liderable time paft, to intereft the 
general curiofity. 

During fcveral days of her abode 
under the hay Hack (from which fhe 
at laft permitted herfelf to be re- 
moved with reludance) fhe was vi- 
fited, and regularly fed by the 
country-people, till the hand of more 
happy fympathy and compaflion pro- 
vided her better protedion. As her 

name 
• About four and twenty,— &e Append. No. 2. 
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name was unknown, (he was imme- 
diately ' diftinguifhed by that of 
Louisa. It may be gratifying to 
many on this occafion to learn, that 
during a confiderable interval, in 
which flie afterwards remained in 
retirement, and before fhe was ad- 
mitted as incurable into the afylum 
in which fhe died, fhe was chiefly 
fupported by a voluntary fubfcription, 
under the management of. Mifs 
Hannah More and her fiflers. Thole 
aftive advocates of humanity, who 
never yet began a good work and 
grew weary of well-doing, having loft 
the pecuniary affiftance of moft others, 
continued to fupply the extra wants 
and accommodations of the poor fo- 
litary ftrangcr, at the expencc of more 

thaa 
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than ten pounds per annum, till her 
dcccafc. They would be the laft to 
wi(h that fuch an inftance of bene- 
volence fliould be publicly mentioned ; 
but it is a tribute due, not lefs to 
them, than to the interefts of focicty. 
The fame kind, and much the 
fame degree of mental derangement, 
which the " tale of woe" defcribed, 
remained with Louisa to,the laft. In 
her general condudt (he exhibited the 
various common evidences of the 
moft confirmed infanity; which, in 
addition to the contraSion of her 
limbs, from her expofure to cold in 
the open field, and from her conftant 
propenfity to remain inaftive, ren- 
dered her an objeft of the ftrongeft 
pity. But her infanity was uniformly 

remarkable 
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remarkabk in this, that however difT 
ordered and childifh her affedions and 
inefentmencs were, ihe never could be 
drawn into any explanation refpefting 
her family, her connexions, or her 
country: however afiable and un* 
guarded fte might fometimes appear 
the moment any perfon put a ques- 
tion, dire6Uy or indireAly, relative to 
thofe topics, or made any allufion to 
them, however diftant, Ihe always 
changed countenance, aflumed an 
air of fuipicion, grew grave, and in- 
flexibly filent, or would inilandy 
"Couch on icutie other fubjed. From 
her accent Jbe was undoubted^ pf 
Ckrmm Origin ; but though Jhe knew 
licde of Engliih, flie avoided con- 
irenfing in any foreign language. Her 
G manners. 
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manners, and occafionai movements^ 
indicated fupcrior rank ; and her fre- 
quent exclamations of ^' dear papa," 
and ^^ dear mama/' in connexion wiUi 
ideas of equipage and ornaments, led 
to that conclufion. 

Many endeavours were ufed on the 
continent, to trace her family;* by 
circulating her dcfcription and ftory 
in the public prints, but without 
cfFea, 

The myftcry of this filence was too 
remarkable not to confirm the firft 
opinion of her being a perfon above 
the common clafles, with the addi- 
tional probability of fome unhappy 
and treacherous feduftion. This laft 
opinion, from the whole ofthedif- 
trefsful evidence, inclufivc ofthc per- 

fbnal 
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Ibnal part whid^r poor Louisa fome- 
times involuntarily furnifhcd, is not 
doubted by thofc, who, with the 
writer of this article, early faw anid 
clofely obferved her. The convidbion 
that it is poffible for any man, making 
pretenfions to honour, or even of dif- 
tindlion from a brutal nature, fo to 
betray, and fo to abandon in a foreign 
land, youth, beauty, the ftrongeft 
fenfibility, and perhaps jhe moft en- 
gaging innocence, fills the mind with 
horcor of the deed, and with fliame, 
and indignation for the charaderl 
Such profligacy, in this inftance, may 
have been of foreign produdion.— 
But comparatively happy would it 
be for this country alfo, if inftances 
did not abound among us^ of fimilar 
G 2 atrocity. 



84 APPEftDtlC, no. t. 

Atrocity, in the conduA of thofe, ^o 
on inferior o^ci^ns make high pre** 
tcnfions to honour and principle, but 
who feck every opportunity of fcducihg 
from the abodes of paternal affection, 
or of innocent empkyyment, whatever is 
modtfdir and inexperienced; riodttg 
in its ruin for a ihort feafon, and 
then committing the greater crime of 
abandoning it to infemy! The theme 
is> unhappily, too common tx> need 
proof, and too raournfol to be dv^lt on* 
The poor depaf*ted child of mifcry, 
whofe fljory is here revived, exhibits 
too ftrong an inftahce of fiifFeting, 
and excites too much feeling, to be 
permitted to pafe in the cbihmon 
courfc to oblivion, if it could be 
avoided; Under this imprcflion, per- 
mit 
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mit mc ta attempt fomething in the. 
charafter of an EPITAPH. But 
alas ! poor Louisa's tablet of re- 
membrance may only be found in 
the fympathetic bofom of a few fur- 
viving friends ! 

IN yonder duft^ unmark'd for public fame. 
Low reft the relicks of Louisa's frame. 
Poor haplefs fuA^rpr, of the maniac line ! 
Thy wrongs no more a tortur'd breaft confine. 
Enough for thee, that ling'ring forrow's breath 
Found final refcue in the bqon of death I 
Confol'd be they, who fought thy foul's relief; 
Tormented they, whooverwhelm'd with grief I 
Accurs'd the crime, that 'reft thy reafon's ray. 
Though thou be ranfom'dfor eternal day ! 
And where frail Innocence would Vice repel. 
May guardian angels thy fad ttory tpUl 

Bathi Jfanuary 20, 1 801 • 

G3 AP. 
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From the "GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE" 
for O^ober, 1785. (Vol.LV, page 791.) 

Mr. UabaKj 

At the clofc of your 
review of a late publication, entitled 
" A Narrative of Fafts fuppofcd to 
throw light on the Hiftory of the 
'^ Briftol Stranger, &c." you exprefe 
a doubt of the poffibility, that Ma- 
demoifeile La Freulen, and the un- 
happy Louisa, can be one and the 
fame perfon^ grounded on a fuppofed 

difference 
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^fference in point of age. I confefs 
that the fubjeft is involved in diffi- 
culty and obfcurity; while, at the 
fame time, there are fome very ftriking 
coincidences, of which the public 
may hereafter be informed through 
the medium of your excellent Ma- 
gazine. In the mean time I think it 
my duty to contend for the pqffibility 
abovementioned; and I therefore re- 
quell the infertion of the following 
account of Mademoifelle La Freulen's 
age, and the fuppofed age of Louisa. 

At the fight of a portrait of the 
Emperor Francis, at the hotel of the 
Count de Belgioiofo, at Stoickholm, 
Mademoifelle La Freulea was, or 
pretended to be, fo afieded, that an 
illnefs (whether real or feigned, it 
G 4 matters 
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matters not) was the confequence. 
She then could not bi more than fixtun. 
This was in the latter end of 1765^ 
or the be^ning of X766> for it was 
foon after the death of the Emperor, 
which event took place in the autumn 
of 1765, Mademoifelk La Freukn 
was therefore born in the year 1750, 
or 1749 attheutmoft; and, if now 
liyingy is about fivd and thirty years 
old. 

It wiU not, I am fure, be denied 
me, that conjeftures with refpeft to 
the precife age of a ftrang^r muft 
ever be Mahle to fetmc degree of error. 

I muft avail myfelf a litde» and 
ftali very Iktle, of this poftulacum. 

I am informed, 00 the moft ref«« 

peftabk and vodoubfied authority^ 

4 that 
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that wheh Louisa was firftdi(£0vered» 
in the year 1776, Ihc appeared to be 
about /(?iyr and twenty. According to 
the above ftatcment, MadcmoifcUe 
La Freulcn's age was then onXy Jix 
and twenty j a very trifling difference, 
and not to be adduced in evidence 
againft fa£bs, if iz£kt can be obtained 
on the contrary part. 

Your inferring the above will be 
consonant to the candour with which 
your ufeful defign is carried on, to 
the amufement and information of the 
puUic. 

Your*s, &c. 
The Tranflator of 

" A NARRATIVE, &c.^' 
APPEN- 
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APPENDIX, 

NO. 3. 

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS. 

LETTER I. 

Briftcly June 119, 1785. 

VJf the poor unfortunate crea- 
ture who is the fubjedt of your enquiry, 
I know but little more than you will 
find in the cnclofed Narrative,* It is 
now near four years fince fhc fell into 
my hands : Ihe ftill continues in the 

lame 
♦ The "TALEof REAL WOE/* Sec p. xvii. . 
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lame (ituation in which fhe was then 
placed i it is a private houfe of the 
bcft reputation for the reception of 
perfons in her unhappy circumftances. 
By the attentions of a very Ikilful 
Phyfician fhe is much mended in her 
health, but her intellcfts grow worfc 
and worfej and for fome time there 
has been more of idiotifm than lu- 
nacy in her manners and behaviour* 
She has once, and I think once only, 
Ipoken German to a Danifli peffon 
who tried her in that language, to 
whom fhe talked of Slelwick, as of a 
place at which fhe had lived. This 
was the only moment inv which any 
thing of her native language or 
country ever cfcapcd hen 

When 
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When wc firft knew her, I tHinlc 
ihe could not have been above three 
or four and twenty i her beauty is 
now quite gpne — (be is miferablf 
diin^ and is really a melancholy 
fpedacle. 

I ihall be impatient to learn what 
communications your friend has to 
make; altho* my hopes of a difcovery 
have been growing lefs fanguinc every 
day, and indeed for the laft two years 
I have fat down in quiet hope- 
leflhefs, and have difcontinued every 
kind of enquiry. Before that time, no 
ftep has been left untried 5 Count 
Marechal tranQated the litde Nar* 
rative inclofcd into German; and ^ 
Lady of high diftindion, refident in 
this country, had the goodneis to lend 

it 



it to tlie new/papers of Vienna, and 
thofe of other large cities in Germany : 
it was publiihed too in mod of the 
great towns in France. 

1 forgot to fay, that the difconfolate 
Louisa once confeffcd that her father 
had confined her in a convent, in 
order to punifh her for refiifing to 
marry a man of bis choice, and to 
hinder her from marrying one o( ber 
^wn ; and that (he had efcaped from 
thence; that thefe misfortunes, to- 
gether with the guilt of flight, and 
dread of deteftion, had turned her 
br^n. But when prefled again on 
the fubjeCt, (he cither did not re- 
member, or elfc chofe to deny, that 
(he had crer made fuch a confef&on. 

LETTER 
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LETTER II. 

Briftohjuly :ii, 1785. 

I PURPOSELY deferred writing 
to you till I had feen the poor Louisa. 
I went to her yefterday. I muft teU 
you, that ihe does not live in Briflol, 
but at the diftancc of fomc miles 
from thence, at the houfc of a very 
humane and refpcdable perfon. I 
took care to furnilh my memory 
with all the neceffary documents from 
the "Narrative," but had the grief 
to find, that neither the repetition of 
the names or fads made the leaft 
impreffion. I could not obtain her 
attention for a moment: and when 

fhc 
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flie perceived I wiflied to watch her 
countenance, (he wrapped up her face 
In her blanket, the only kind of co- 
vering which at prefent flic fufFcrs to 
approach her. 

As to the Narrative, it is fingularly 
curious and interefting in itfclfi ab- 
ftraftedly confidcred: its relation to 
Louisa is at leaft very probable ; there 
is nothing which contradicts or op- 
pofes the fojfibility of the identity of 
Mademoifelle Freulcn and Louisa. 
I believe I never told you, that flie 
has a particular paflion for bracelets 
and miniature piftures, with the moft 
fovcreign contempt for every other 
ornament. Of a Queen Anne*s half- 
crown flie is vaftly fond ; flie has fome- 
times defired to have one fcwcd on a 

black 
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black ribbon ; fiud it much rdembkd 
her mama; would wear it on her 
arm, and kifs it with great delight^ 
but (he has now no pleafure m anjr 
thing, 

I muft not omit one particular. 
A gentlewoman, born ^nd bred at 
Altona, and wife to a Captain of at 
Danifh (hip, refident in Briftol, once 
went to fee Louisa when (he was un- 
der the Hay-ftack ; wilb her foe talked 
German^ and told her ihe had lived 
at Slefwick, had been in a convent, 
and' had efcaped with her lover. By 
a (Irange revolution of fortune this 
foreigner, (who is genteel and wcU- 
bchavcd) is reduced to be a fupcr- 
intending fervant in the very hou(c 
where Lovisa is cobfiiied> and has the 

chief 
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chief care of her. Locisa, remem- 
bering the former confidence fhe had 
made her, was offended at the fight 
of her, and never could be prevailed 
on to renew the converfation i though 
fhe frequently fpeaks fhort fentences to 
her in German, particularly if Ihe wants 
tea, or has any other favour to afk. 
. One flriking circumfbnce which 
concurs with the Narrative is, that 
I never could prevail on her to look in a 
kook ♦. Being once prefTed to it, fhe 
cried out, <' No, reading is fludy, and 
'* ftudy makes mc mad." Books 
have been left in the room, bur, 
thoxigh fhe has been narrowly 
watched, fhe has never been obferved 
to read in any of them. 

H I made 

* See " LOUISA," page 21. 
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I made the Danifh woman talk 
German to her laft night, which 
threw her into a violent paffion. To 
this woman I have given the prin- 
cipal names in the Narrative, with 
directions to mention them as fhe 
finds occafion. She never rifes from 
her bed of draw— -on that fhe lies 
quietly, and is harmlefs and ftupid; 
but if they attempt to drefs her, or 
put her on a comfortable bed, fhe is 
outrageous. It is happy, however,, 
that fhe never requires to be treated 
with harfhnefs j the utmoft of her 
violence amounting but to fhort fits 
of refentment on being diflurbed 
fi-Qm her indolent repofe. 

LETTER 
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LETTER III. 

Briftol, Auguji 24, 1785. 

I Had the favour, a few 
days ago, of a letter from your friend, 
dated from Buxton : but as he men- 
tions being on a tour, he wilhes me 
to addrefs my anfwer to you, who 
are (I pre fume) acquainted with his 
prefent place of refidence. 

Your friend and you will be 
furprifed that I can anfwer pofitively 
that very important and ftriking quef- 
tlon refpe&ing the wounds and fears 
of La Freulen %i he is of opinion that 
if die fame are found on the ^txion 
of Louisa it would almofl fully iden- 
tify them. Now it is very certain, 
H 2 and 

J Sec *• LOUISA," page 42. 
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and very fingular, that poor Louisa 
has a very large wound on the lower 
fart of her bead, behind her ear\ (he 
has alfo a large fear upon her breads 
which feems to have been occafioned 
by a very confiderable wound j the 
latter w€ always fufpeftcd to have 
been a mark of violence, and I wonder 
it never occurred to me to mention it 
to you. Whether Ihc has any wound 
tipon her Jcull, properly fb called, I 
have yet had no opportunity of exa- 
mining; but thofe which I have 
mentioned, ibrm furcly a ftrange 
co-incidence. 

I have written to a friend, who 

knew the Emperor Francis, to afk if 

the lower part of his fece projcftcd a 

Mttlc, Or, as it is vulgarly called if he 

a was 
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was undcr*hung. That is the cafe' 
with LouiJa\ and I am aflurcd that 
the faces of the prefcnt Emperor and 
the Queen of France are of that 
form — their pidures certainly are fo. 



LETTER IV. 

Briftol, OSlober 5, 1785^ 

I Do not think I have aded: 
fairly in havii^ kept from you for ib- 
long a time the information I in- 
tended to have fent you on a fubjeft 
in which you have been fo intercfted.. 
Not fatisficd with the former dif- 
coveries I communicated, to you, 1 
H^ caufcd 
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cauftd Louisa's hair to be cut very 
clofc, and on her Jcull difcovered the 
fear of an old wound* ^ This is furely 
very ftrong evidence. Did I ever tell 
you^ that I caufcd your book to 

be put into 's hands ? I have 

however heard nothing from that 
quarter, tho* I wrote a letter ftrongly 
cxpreffing my belief of the identity 
of La Freulen and Louisa ; but I 
probably fhall have further information 
on this fubjeft. 

Judge of my aftonilhmcnt the 
other day, to hear my name cried 
about the ftreets, in concert with that 
ofLoursAi by an itinerant vender of 
dying fpeeches and half-penny ballads. 
I flopped the man, and bought one of 

his 

♦See*'^LOUISA/»page42. 



APPENDIX, NO. 3. lOJ 

his papers, which will probably divert 
you as much as it did me. Itisjufl: 
fuch a mixture of truth, fable, and 
rafti conclufion, as we find makes up 
the fum of moft hiftory, ancient and 
modern. I inclofc it for your 
amufcment *. 

'^ ♦ The wandering Young Lady || — Being i 
faithful Account of the Birth, Travels, and 
Sufferings,, of the YOUNG LADY, who 
about 4 years ago was taken from a Hay 
Stack, at Bourton, in the County of Somerfcr, 
where (he had taken up. her Refidence for near 
4. years, and who as it lince appears is a na- 
tural Daughter of the late Eniperor of Gqrt 
many. — Sfear four years ago a young womaa 
(lopped at the above viHage, and begged the le- 
frelhment of a little milk. There was fome- 
thing fo attradive in her whole appearance as 
to engage the attention of all around'Ker, ihe 
was extremely young and llrikingly beautiful, 
her manners graceful and elegant, and coun- 
tenance interefting to the laft degree ; (he was 
alone — a ftranger — and in extreme diftrefs, 

yet 

II Printed Verbatim from tlie Paper. - 
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yet (he uttered no complaint, and iifed no arts 
to receive companion • — Her whole deportment 
and converfation bore vifible itaarks of fupe- 
rior breeding, yet there was a wildnefs^ 
and want of confiftency in all fhe faid and did» 

All day (he wandred about in fearch of a 
place to lay her wretched head, and at l^ight 
actually took up her lodgings under an old hay 
ftack» The neighbouring ladies remonftrated 
with her on the danger offo expofed a fitu* 
ation, but in vain ; their bounty fupplied ber 
with the neceffaries of life, but neither prayers 
nor any means could induce her to fleep in a 
houfe, as (he Sometimes difcovered evident 
marks of infanity, (he was at length brought 
and confined in St. Peter's Hofpital in the City 
ofBriftol. 

I pafs over this period of her hiftory — it is 
too touching for my own feelings : — It would 
too tenderly affeft the fenfibility of the reader. 
At length fhe made her cfcape, with all the 
fpeedher fmall remains offtrength allowed, fhe 
flew to her beloved hay {Jack, though it was 
fix miles from the place of her confinement- 
Her rapture was inexpreflible on finding herfelf 
at liberty, and once mope fafe beneath this mi- 
ferable fhelter* 

Hardfhip, ficknefs,. intenfe cold, and ex-, 
treme raifery have gradually injured her health,, 
and impaired her beauty, but flie is flill a moil 
interefting figuxe; there i& an uncommon 

fweetnefi ' 
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fwcctnefs anrl delicacy in Iier air and manner ;. 
file is above all that vanity (o common to her 
fex, for (he will neither wear nor accept of any 
finery or ornaments, but hangs them on the 
bufhes as below her attention. — Her way of 
Hfe is the mod harmlefs and unoflending that 
can be imagined; every fine morning ihe 
walks round the village, converfes with the 
poor diildren, makes them little prefents of 
fuch things as are given her,, and receives others^ 
In return,, (he will take nothing except milk 
and tea; or the moft fimple diet. No means- 
have been left unattempted by the neigh- 
bouring ladies to prevail on her to live in a 
houfe, but her conftant reply is, ** that trouble- 
and mifery dwell in houfes, and that there is na 
happinefs but in liberty and frefii air." From' 
a certain peculiarity of expreflion, with a flight 
foreign tinfture, in her pponnnciation and in 
the cond raft ion of fome fentencesy fome have 
been led to conjefture, flie is not of this coun- 
try, various attempts have been made at dif- 
ferent times to draw from this circumflance 
fome knowledge of her religion. About a 
year ago a gentleman {poke to her in the lan- 
guage of the Cbntinent, (he appeared uneafy,. 
reftlefs and embarraffed, but when he addrefled 
her in German, her emotion was too great to be 
ftippreffed, fhe tamed from him and burft into 
tears. This Anecdote which is told in the 
ftcighboiurhood was a few days ago related to 
«- • iwo 
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two gentlemen who from humanity were 
led to vifit this forlorn creature. One of them 
who fpoke German fluently, made the cxpe;,- 
riment ; (he was evidently confufed, blufhed, 
and by accident, or knowledge in the language^ 
anfwered fome quell ions in Engliih, but as if 
Ihe had been hurried into an imprudence, (he 
artfully changed the fubjedl, and denied 
having underflood what had been faid to her 
in 'German.. 

This unfortunate lady being thus reduced to 
a (late of ideotifm, the benevolent Mifs Hannah. 
Moore, has taken care of her,.and^rovided aper^ 
fun to attend her at Bitton, in the County of 
Gloucefter. 

Now what renders it evident that ihe is the 
natural daughter of the late Emperor of Ger- 
many, is his having fome time before his deaths 
written to his AmbaiTador at Bruffells, con- 
' cerning her, and in which he recommends her 
to his care and protedlion in the flrongeft terms; 
and in confequence the AmbaiTador fupply'd 
her with. money and, effe^s 'till after the Em* 
pcror's death. — Soon after which the Emprefs 
caufed her to be arrefled in France and put in 
prifon, where Ihe remained fome time,, 'till at 
length being difcharged, fifty Louis d"*©!^ were 
given her and (he was abandoned to her fate. — 
The AmbaiTador too dying about this time ihe 
had now no friend, and the Emprefs was her 
determined enemy, as may be feen by the fol- 

lo\ving 
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lowing letter fent to her Ambaflador at Bnif- 
fell»y to which place (he had been fent from , 
France to be examined. 

" This wretch wifhes to pafs for the 
^ughter of our late Royal Matter — if there 
were the leaft probability in the ilory, I would 
love her, and treat her like one of my own 
children i-^-but 1 know that it is an impofture ;. 
and I with every pofiible effort ta be made that 
this unhappy creature may no longer profane 
the dear and venerable name of our departed 
Lord." — Her Majcily recommended the 
ftriAeft fecrecy in carrying on the bufinefs-— 
and added, that this adventure already made too 
much noife, and that all £urope would foon 
ring of it. 

It is probable (he foon after this came over 
to England, in hopes of finding fome friend 
who would efpoufe her canfe, but it does not 
appear that any ever did 'till by her misfortunes 
(he was rendered unabte to give a proper ac- 
count of heriHf V and no wonder (he fhould lofe 
her fenfes when it is confider'd that from being 
the daughter of the Emperor of Germany, 
ihould be reduced to a worfe fituation than the 
meaneft beggar in the Kingdom,, who at the 
worft of times have a place of fettlemcnt. As to 
the Emprefs's envy it is not to be wondei'dat, 
(he being a love child, mud have naturally cre- 
ated jelloufy in her bread — but totally to 
abandon her was the utmoft cruelty ; upon the 

whole> 



I08 AmJTDTX, NO. J. 

vhdej every one who reads this account, muff 
pity the ut^appy lady, who from being half 
fifter tothe prefent Emperor of Germany and 
to the Queen of France, is by her misfortune* 
feduced to the ftate of infanity, and fopported- 
ly charity in a ftcange country J' 



LETTER V. 

Balb^ Feiruarj 9, i8br^. 

The account of poor Louisa. 
in the public papers was written by a 

gentleman who had witnefled her for^ 
lorn ftate under the hay-ftack. He 
rather over-rates my fervices. I felt 
happy about three weeks ago in 
paying, her funeral expenees,. and 
thankful that the poor irrational was 

removed 
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TCinovcd from this dark and diiordercd 
world to a world of peace and reft. 

Of her latter years I have litde to 
communicate. Finding the recovery 
of her limbs as hopelefs as that of 
her underftanding, and fearing that 
fhe might erentually be left in a fitua- 
tion wholly unproteded, I obtained 
for her an afylum in the Hofpital, 
allowing a certain fum annually to 
cloath her, and to furnilh her with 
fuch comforts as fhe had been ac- 
cuftomcd to enjoy. I vifited her 

more than once in this her laft re- 

* 

treat, till fhe had fo &r loft all fenfi- 
bility or knowledge of me as to make 
it 00 longer neceffary. I ineiofe a 
ktter which I rectived-^out three 
weeks ago firom the peribn who 

had 
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had long been my agent in paying 
for and watching over poor Louisa *. 
It will only mark the day of her fu- 
neral, and let you fee that there is 
nodiingto becolleded about the clofe 
of her life. 

♦ See " LETTER VI." 



LETTER VL 

London^ January 12, 1801. 
Madam, 

I Fully intended informing 
you long before this of the happy 
releafe of poor Louisa. She had been 
very ill fomc time, and could eat very 

little. 
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•little, (nothing indeed but foft nu- 
:tritious food) and was at laft carried 
off rather fuddenly. 

No alter at ton took place in her mind 
to the laji. 

Louisa died on the 19th, and was 
interred on the ajd of December. 
She was buried in the ground be- 
longing to the HofpitaL 

I dare not but fay the change was 
merciful : her life was mifery, and its 
<:ontinuation not to be delired. 

THE END. 



POSTSCRIPT 



TO 



"LOUIS A." 



POSTSCRIPT, ^c. 

March is, l8ot. 
•^j* The Tranflatof, having juft received 
the following authentic Memoir from a moft 
fefpeflable quarter, is happy in being permitted 
to add it to his coiledlions on the fubjed of 
Louisa. 



Jan. .14, 1787. 

Memorandum refpeSling Louisa, the 

Lady of the Hay-ftack^ whom I w- 

Jitedj, in company with ****** 

««««««««^ ^^ ^^ ^ spillage about 

four miles from Brijioly while flye was 
under the care of Mr. Henderjon^ 
keeper of a private mad-houje. 

X HE firft circumftancc which 

(truck me was the appearance of 

youth exhibited in the countenance 

of Lov|SAi who had been ftated to 

Ba be 
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• be more than thirty years of age, as 
far as could be conjcftured. I Ihould 
have conceived her to be no more 
than twenty-five ; and, n'otwithftanding 
the injuries which her fituation and 
mode of life muft inevitably have 
occafioned to her looks, fhe has ftill 
a very pleafing countenance. Intcr- 
cfting it certainly is in a high de- 
gree, but it is not eafy to fay how 
much this impreffion is to be attri- 
buted to the previous knowlege of her 
ftory. She has fine, expreffive, black 
eyes and eye-brows — her complexion 
is wan, but not fickly — her under jaw 
projcfts a little, and I fancied I could 
diftinguifli fomething of the Auftrian 
lip ; but it w as not decidedly marked : 
her nofe ha$ nothing particular, is of 

a mo- 
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a moderate fize, neither aquiline nor 
retrouff'e-^ her hair is very dark, if not 
black, and in length about a year or 
a year and a half's growth, not being 
thick, but coming down on her forehead ; 
her arm and hand are delicate, with 
fmall long fingers, moift to the touch. 
Upon being addreflcd, Ihe lifted up 
her eyes, and having articulated fome 
incoherent words, flic compofed herfelf 
again. Being told " that the. gentle-f 
" men were friends who came to fee 
^^ her," flie fmiled, and moved her: 
under-lip for fome time without pro- 
nouncing a word. This praftice,, 
which exhibited more ©f the idiot 
than any other part of her behaviour, 
Ihe foon left off, when we began to 
draw her into a fort of converfation^ 
B 3 « Where: 
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'* Where is papa V* — " Is mams 
/come for me to take mc away ?'^ 
were the firft words (he uttered, 
which were frequently reiterated du- 
ring our ftay. By addrefllng her in a 
ftrain of familiar kiodnefsi many re- 
plies were drawn from her, and fhc 
ieemed gratified by our joining in her 
laugh; which under any other cir- 
i:umftances wQiuld be efteemed a verjr 
pleafant one. 

The mode of her fpeaking £nglifb> 
though imperfe A> we could not abfo-* 
lu|:e]y pronounce to be that of a fb*- 
reigner, but rather that of an infant ;. 
as file frequently omitted the eon- 
iieftingparricles— and fbmetimes made 
yfp of chjild^ epithets. 

a 0\i€ 
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Our firft entreaty was that flic 
ivoidd reach out her hand, in order 
that by this kind of falucation, we 
n^ight gain an opportunity of ob- 
fcrving the grace with which flie had 
been faid to move it. There was a 
delicacy in her manner of giving it ; 
and we had further occaHon to re-> 
mark, that her motions and attitude 
(as far as her pofture would admit) 
were thofc of ^ perfon who had been 
in no common line of life. 

We were generdly obliged to repeat 
a queftion feveral times, before fhe 
would return an anfwer ; not becaufc 
flie did not comprehend it, but either 
^om indifference which gradually^ 
diminiflied, or warinefs to avoid l)cing 
enixapped by leading queftions».,againft 
B 4 whichfi 
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which it was very evident, in fpitc of 
her infanicy, that ihe was conftantly 
endeavouring to guard ; though now 
and then> when her fpirits were raifed> 
ihe was led into replies that threw a 
glimmering of light on what ihe had 
laboured to conceal. This myfterious 
condu£b> which was probably at firfl: 
the efFeft of defign and refolution, is 
DOW the confequence of habit* 

Some of the many unconneded 
queftions and anfwers which paflfed 
are as follows j but it rauft be pre- 
xnifed, tliat^ inftcad of adverting to 
what we alked, (he more ufually 
talked of *^ Mama's coming to take 
her away,'* and other fentenccs, which, 
as we were informed by thofe about 
hcrj Ihe was in the habit of uttering. 

" Do 
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" Do you find it cold, Louisa?'^ 
( the door (landing open. ) 

" No, 'tis warm here." 

" Do you love the fire ?'* 

" No, no, fire nafty," (^with an ex* 
preflive frown). 

** We are your friends^ we are come 
to take you away from hence j will yovL 
go with us ?'^ 

" Yes, (with emotion) but mama 
muft come and bring me clothes, I 
muft be drefled/' (pointing her hands^ 
towards her neck and fhoulders, and 
moving her fingers about, as when wc 
dcfcribc the finery of female drefs). 

^* We Ihall go in a coach and four 
horfes, and we will make them gallop j 
and the people Ihall admire us as'wc 
pafs along.'*^ 

Here 
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(lere (he burft into a fit of laughter 
and a fort of exiiltation,. as if enjoying 
the idea of parade. 

*' And we fhall let all the glaflcs 
down." 

" No, that will be too cold." 

3y this anfwcrj and other minute 
fircumftanccs/fhe appeaned to have 4. 
proper notion of a carri^ige^ an.4 tQ 
Ig^yc been ufed to one. 

" But where fli^l we drive to ?'* 

•' Home ! 

•^ But where, IP what home ?" 

" Oh, here ^ therp, b^ckw^rds 
and fo^ard$,. all rpunc}' abour,*' 
(waving hf r hand). 

" Shall wcr. Loj^igAj. (poiate;Jly> 
IJi^llwe drive to Rohcrnia ?" 

** jfifrtf/ isjpapa*s own coufifry" 

This 
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This remarkgbk anfwer came from 
her in a perfedly fair and direft man- 
ner, after fhe had been in a train of 
talking and laughing, and when fhe 
might be fuppofcd to be olFhcr guards 
We took the opportunity of joining 
in her laugh, and afking other queftions 
before her fpirits had time to fubfide^ 
or her warbefs returned -, but our de-p 
fign was not fucceisfuL She would 
inftantly ajflume a fcrious, and even a 
fullen look, when Ihe thought our 
U)terrogation$ impertinent^ Some- 
times £he evaded them in ai different 
mannter. She talked muck about a> 
fifter. We offered to call Rer— 

** But how ftall we addrc& her i 
What U hej? name l*^ 
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•' She will tell you when (he comes,*' 
with a fignificant air)* 

** Is your fitter like you, Louisa i'^" 

She laughed. 

"If flic is like you (he is very pretty/' 

A fort of blufli came over her 
check, and, cafting down her eyes 
with a coqucttifti fmile, flic tried to 
hide her face in the fl:raw of her bed. 

When ^okcn to in French flie 
fcemed (but not very decidedly) to 
undcrftand it, and particularly, when 
defired, in that language, to give her 
hand at parting, -flie reached it out; 
but the corre (ponding a&ion. on our 
part might poffibly have induced hep 
to do this, independently of the re- 
qucftf certainly, however, when ad*- 
drcflfcd in French^ flie did not give lefs 

figns 
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figns of intelligence than when fpokcn 
to in Englifh, nor did fhc cxprefs by 
her countenance any furprife at the 
change of language. She did not 
however (peak a word of French. I 
tried a few words of German, at which 
fhe burft into immoderate fits of 
laughter, as if at my awkward pro- 
nunciation of it, and mifapplication of 
words. No French phrafc addreffed 
to her had the fame cfFedl. 

When the difcourfc ran on the fub- 
jeft of travelling, I mentioned a va- 
riety of towns in Europe, but without 
being able to perceive any concomitant 
emotion. When afked if fhe liked 
Bruffels, Ihe feemed to contraft a look 
of difplcafure or difguft — and I think 
the fame, when Bruflfels-lace was men- 
tioned 
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tiontd to her. t talked about cfoffing 
the fea, and of fea-ficknefs. No par- 
Kcular woMs dropped ffom hei*, but 
Ihe appeared to grow ferious and re-^ 
fervcd, and to difcoufage the fubjeft. 

She frequently talked bf drefi, and 
by her aftion feemed to exprefs afi 
cxpfeftation of> and a defire for finfc 
clothes,* but fhe concluded her broken 
Sentences with faying, <* They muft 
be like this — and the colour of this,*' 
pointing to the ftraw, and fometimes 
to th^ blanket which lay Iboftly over 
her. I believe (he nfcver mentioned 
drefs without that provifo. 

" Will you have your hair drclftd, 
Louifa?*' 

"Oh, 

* In point bf fitft, flife n^ver toold be pre- 
Tailed on to wear them. This was therefore 
one of the irregularities of wayward infanity. 



^ Oh, no, no," (with af l<>ok of in- 
dignation, which was repeated wheii 
1 tilkcd of pofwder) '' my half muft 
b* thus,'* (pointing to and kylhg de- 
licate hold of the finglets oh hef 
forehead) ''and wiicn I <ro home it 
wU flow dd'^n my baek and fhoulders, 
or comedown here," pbinringtb them. 

This laft ^Va^ expreffed partly by 
aftibil Arid partly by words, the par- 
ticular phf Afe, excepting in iKbrt rc- 
plicg, not being always exaftly col- 
lefted, though her ide^ was pcffeftly 
intelligible. 

The term Pi^a (fee applied in a 
i^agtre and incoherent ntariher; fome- 
times to the gendeman (Mr. Heh- 
dcrfon) who has the charge of her, 
and at times td (otM Uilknown perfon 

at 
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at a diftance^ to whofe home (he talked 
of going. 

There is a peculiarity in her enun* 
ciation, approaching, but not amount- 
ing> to a lifp^ or as when the tongue 
nightly touches the under row of 
teeth. Her voice is foft and feminine, 
and I never heard her loud, except in 
her fits of laughter ; but our inter- 
view did not exceed an hour, and her 
humours are faid to be various — to 
us (he was good-natured, and I might 
almoft fay, affable. After the door 
was locked on her, we could hear her 
laughing. In^ fpite of the mifery of 
her condition, flie feems not to be 
unhappy. 

THE END. 
Printed by Bye ind Law, St. JohnVS^uarey Clerkenwell. 
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